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In Rome for the twentieth anniversary celobrations of tha EEC waro, from left, French 


Head of State, Valory Giscard d'’E staing, Bolglum’s Ministor Presldont Leo Tindemans, 
West German Chancellor Holmut Schmidt, and British Prime Ministor James Callaghan 


(Photo: dpi 
hrourht Ihe vonltinenl to tHe bhiink of 
disister, 

HM is, perlips, some consolition tu 
notle tha Û was Bonn which eotncd 
Ihe smaller mcmbers" use and Helmut 
Schmidt who discreetly persuaded the 
other members of the Eurvpvan Council 
lo coment to the compromine, 

The Big Fours behaviour towards thu 
ether five al Rome wis disgruceful., 
When they stulcd their vase not one of 
the four fell int any way ohliged to reply. 
Their sttcement was precled with clill- 
ine silence. 

The only hope the Rane githering 
held forth uis {hat the European Colin» 
cil now pkms to hold mevtings along 
linis diffrent from the fireside chats of 
which Common Market leuders kive 
hitherto expected so ınıuch. 

Meetings are in future to be planned 
in ûdvunce and the agendu and debate to 
le organised. It is almost never too tule; 
maybe something wil yet come of the 
proposal. . fHenmann Bolle 

(Klaler Nuchrichten, 28 A!arch 1977) 


tern economic mnt on X unl O May 
in Londun. 

Britain's Ray Jenkins, president of the 
FFC Cumavissian, Wil emd the vime 
mil, but the Rome omprumise om Ulin 
issuc was not greeted with unbound 
cnthusiism dnd hardly constituted ù 
highlight in progress towards European 
integration. 

Britain, France, Italy and this country, 
the four leading members of the Nine, 
{wive hurred the doors of Western eo’ 
nomic summit mevtings to the other 
five — at Rumbouillet in 1975 and Puer- 
to Rivû in 1976. 

Dil nut the Common Miurket set out 
fwenly yuirs AFO With & view to eqtrul 
rights for all members? With the signe 
ing of the Treaty of Rome an end was 
fo be put fo the days when one Euro’ 
pean country counted for more than 
another because it had the kirger popula’ 
tion or manufactired its own nuclear 
weapons. Smaller member-countries were 
reminded of traumatic days.of old when 
competing nmıajor European countnts 


be Oe 
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EEC anniversary summit 
proves a damp squib 


within {he EEC merely reiteruled in 
shorter form what the Commission's re- 
port had to say on the subject. 

What they had to say on ties with 
Japan was old hat from sturt to finish, 
Instead of warning Jupan, as hus been 
done in the past, nol to pursue unduly 
aggressive cxporl policies, the emphasis 
Wis lid on Japan importing ınore from 
Europe, which is what Murkulcers und 
lle Council of Ministers have heen 
Sing for pS. 

EEC heulds of government went on tu 
emphasise {he urgent nev for revamp- 
ing the steel industry, which has heca in 
heuty wealher for sume time, This too 
hardly neceded repeuting, 

Wilt they hid lo siy nmûy reivsure 
sleclworkers hrcstened with redundancy. 
This ut lust is the excuse alvunced for 
the of substance in the Eurupwan 
Council's Rome propusiuls. 

Bonn Chuncellor Hrelnut Schmidt 
outlined to fellow-mvemhers ù drıft juint 
approach hy the Nine to riw miteriils. 
Buns bas hus abandon its inflesible 
opposition 1u intermubunul. suppurl ùr- 
mngements. 

Sonwthing mûy now bv attemptud in 
respect of selcctud conmoditivs from 
which prırticlHarly’ pour countries should 
benefit. Whit is more, and better kule 
thun never, the prospects of a joint FEC 
outlouk on this vital issue ite kiken u 
turn for the better. 

Wilt His couiury hus suddenly redis- 
covered is a solution the Common 
Market has long practised in respuct of 
some of its 52 overseas partners by the 
terms of the Lomêé convention. 

Bonn for lung fought the so-called 
Stabex proposals tooth and nail — only 
1o agrve in the end ufter all. 

The Nine also agreed to a compro’ 
mise in Rome on the demands made by 
snıûller menıbers of the EEC for Con- 


‘mon Miûrkvt represemation al [he Wes- 


Agreements are called for, and if 
agreement is not forthcoming on treaties 
1hat are alrvady in the pipeline, then 
new ones nıust.be concluded. 0 
` This approictkr is anything but frivolity 
coupled with a dctermination to achieve 
results ût all cosis. in the wake of Mr 
Brzhney's visil lo Bonn firce years Ago 
the Soviet Unton proposed initial coope- 
rıtion in sectors thal would’ not imme 
diately involve the coMroversinl status of 
West Berlin. : م‎ : 

Moscow aulvised skirling issues that 
might relate to the stpntus of the divided 
city avoiding trlals of strength aıtd cir- 
cumwventing matters relaling to tlie int» 
terpretıtion of the September 197! 


Following the latest round of talks In 


the Şoviet, capilal Bonn iseenmıs lo, be 


consldering further moves’ along these 
tines, lt could just as casily have ont 5O 
thre years Ago. N 

(SBddeutsche"Zeung,.2%4 Match 1977) 


«‘Four-Powcr Agreement. . 


Little progress on 
Berlin in 
Moscow talks: 


Inlerest in intensifying relalions on a 
treaty basis and not abandoning them to 
{he prospect of slagnation ih sectors 
other than rude. 

Mr, Brezhnev would like to reactivate 
his Westpolitik dnd now thal ties with 
the United States are less rosy than they 
used lo be the Soviet leaders ought to be 
uven more keenly Interested in fostering 
relations witit Western Europe. 

° Besides, Mr Brezhnev only recently re- 
iterited his intention of: revislting Bonn 


{his .year, and It iş not in keeping with 


his slyle to make: a ‘visit. of tis kind 
.withou accomplishing some tangible 


«oulcome.. 


BY envoys to Moscow have too 
often intimated with a nole of cau- 
tious oplimism that substantial progress 
has been nade on Berlin, so exaggeruted 
expectations were not placed in the 
recent mission to the Soviet capital 
headed by Günther van Well of the 
Bonn Fûreign Office. 

1l was more Lhûan unlikely that Soviet 
leaders would hand him on a’ platter 
whut {hey hut refused Willy Brandl, 
Waller Scheel, Egon Bahr, Helnuut 
Schmidt and Hans-Dietrich Genscher, 

What Bonn, of course, has long been 
angling for is the incorporution of West 


‘Berlin in otherwise word-pcrfect treaties 


on legul assistance, cullural exchange ant 
svientific and technological cooperation. 
Herr vun Well scented unlikely to du- 


«liver the goods becouse, furthermore, the 
‘tenor of public utterances. onthe two 


countries’ divergent viewpoints haş of 


‘Inte inereased in acerbity, :7. . 


Yet bolh Bonn and Moscow-rtuin an 


othing much came of the twen- 

tieth anniversary gathering of EEC 
leaders in Rome — nothing, that is, 
which was divulged to i wider public, 
The declarations made (ailed idl any 
sflge to frmscenl what has long been 
common knowledge. 

One can but endorse Ihe view of Siu- 
¢o Mansholt, Dutch ex-president of the 
Common Market Conimission, lhat the 
whip is currently more badly needed 
than the currol. Ministers, he rightly 
notes, have lulely been showing signs of 
tirvdness in building a united Europe. 

Under the guise of reHpolitik and u 
Pragmilic approuvh he public are being 
fohhel off with û policy of common ine 
etin. 

The European Council, us periodic 
gatherings of Furopean Community 
huds of Stale and government ire now 
knuwn, surely las a threefold rolu:- 

— First, in conjunction wilh the peo- 
ple responsible for framing policy guide 
lines in their respective countrivs the 
leaders of the Nine ought to be outlin- 
ing joint Europcun policics by which the 
holders of the various Ministeritl portfo- 
lio should be bound. 

— Second, the Council should don the 
muntle of a court of appeal should go» 
venment ministers from the individual 
EEC countries and members of the 
Connon Market Commission in Brus- 
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sels fall to reach agrement in the 
Council of Ministers. 

— Third, the EEC summit gathering 
ought to boost morale witliin the Nine, 
‘bearing in mind that all Common Mark- 
let countries are fraught with anxiely of 
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ihelit were willing and abie io act in an 
Imaginative political manner, 

. The Conımon Market lenders measured 
up to none ’of these roles in Rome, The- 


. pl ‘ir declaration on the economic .situation 
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Housewife’s worth ` 


F2 compensation a man and hi fing, 
recelves when a wife ۳ 


mother is fatally injured varieş Coil - 


ably from case to case. Particularly btl, 
with young children are likely b0 ¢ 
into severe difficulties. 

At the fifteenth conference of Feder 
Traffic Court judges and experts nj 
compensation sums İn cases where mj 
ers are killed in road accldents vy 
laid down. 

Where a forty to 49 hour workiry 
week is involved, compensation lo li 
extent of DM 2,500 will be gean 
This is the average monthly wap | 
home help would be paid for this work, 

Should the father decide to do it 
out help he is entitled to {$ 
fo 1,800 deutschnarks per month. Ti 
corresponds to the average nef into 
of a home help. 

(Nordwest Zeltung, 12 March l9 


Glucose vs. alcohol 


lucose helps reduce the blood lit 

hol level more quickly than um 
after drinking one too many, accor 
to Hans Dietl of Frankfurt Univesî, 
and Gerhard Olılenschliger of the Gs 
tav Embden Centre for Biochemisty: 
Frankfurt. 

They curried out tests on sixteen pë 
ple and found that their blood alcoh: 
level sank very much more quickly 
when they drauk ù mixlure of gluco 
and vitamin C'. 

«Glucose speeds up reoxldisation of 
culaulysl in the body, NADI (Nicotine 
midiıdenin-dinucleotid) so that the liver 
is able to produce more of lhe enzyme 
alcoholdehydrogenase which reduces te 
level of alcohol in blood. 

Vitamin C most probably also infl 
ences certain nictilbolic processes, € 
helping to reduce the blood alco 
level. 

Herr Dietl and Herr Ollenschlg 
published their findings in Umbat 
Wissenschaft und Technik, 3, 1% 
There they also noted that a hig 
dosage of vitamin C and glucose 
celeridedl the process even niOore, 

(Suddeutsclıe Zoltung, 4 March 1? 


No job after marrisğ 


ost women stop working al 
temporarily afler getting n 
or having a baby. About 
the 17.3 million women who took ا‎ 
after leaving school have stopped 
ing at least once. it 
The Federal Statistics Office اا‎ 
baden says that 64 million of. i 
women did not take a job’ agall’ 
53 million ‘women found’ anotlitt 
ufter a temporary break; ٣ 
Approximutely 36 pér cen! of 
were off work for less than IW n 
Half the.women were ungble 0. : 
to their former occupations. 
(Kölner Aol 11 Marê ‌ 


Divorces double 


Me tharı 106,000 couples n 


vorced İn 1975 according glidi lone kind or another and would ûl slarl 


„ the day witli minds more at ease if only 
; {they felt confident that the men at the 


fies published by the Federal 84 
Office. This is an increase of 
cent against. 1974. 1 


: The“ number of divorces in thi e 


try has doubled in the past tl 


in 1975 for. every: ten thou iy! 


tiages there were 67.4 divor¢êS. 
high a divorce ırate hs in 1950. 
"i... ` 2 (Dlo Welt, 1] Meioh! 
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in his work cell 

(Photo: Franz Lothen) 
off. On average “lifers" in North Rhinc- 
Westphalia serve senlences of aboul 
twenly Jvars. The regulutions governing 
repricyves dare now being revised, 

North Rhine-Westphalia Minister of 
Justice Diether Possvr has proposed that 
courts might decide whether a prisoner 
is fit fer reprise or «lwther his term it 
prison should be continued after fifteen 
years. In this he is supporled by state 
premivr Heinz Kûln. 

Peter Jegor, one of Eberhard Greven's 
closest friends, is convinced that Greven 
has the strength of character to setlle 
down satisfactorily afler his releuse. 

Greven himself says, “I have prepired 
myself for my relense. I1 can pay my 
debts with the money Î earn painting, 
It's perfectly obvious thal | shin need 
any resocialising,” . 

Ie has been paying off his debls fo 
some years. Compensalion to the mur- 
derel man's widow und costs of his trial 
und term in prison are costing hint 
hundreds of thousands of cleutschmarks, 
including interest. 

What he cannot understand is “For 
years they made me work for pructically 
nothing — only fifty pfennigs per day!” 

Today lhe is earning considerably 
more. People buy his icons for anything 
from one to four thousand deutsch 
marks. Naturally at tle monıent he is 
able to save little, 

Greven is something of a mystery to 
his fellow prisoners. Success sometimes 
makes life a little difficult for him, both 
with prisoners and prison officers who 
often resent and envy him. 

His painting has led him towards the 
Greek Orthodox Church, and when he 
is released he intends to join it, 

He is understandubly asked one ques- 
tion time and time again, namely whet- 
her he thinks he would have discovered 
his talent had he not been sent to pric 
son. : : 

“No", he replies, “Td almost certainly 
slill be the same rotten person I was be 
fore. The shock had (o come, But what 
û price to pay for it! I was just 23 years 
‘old and had a dead man ‘on my con- 
science,” ` Carola Bönk : 

(Stuttgarier Nachrichten, 9 March 1977 


For the first time if 
his life he saw By- 
zantine paintings, 
and they fascinated 
him from the start. 
He applied for and 
received permission 
to paint, and in the 
evenings he painted 
from memory in his 
cell. By chance the 
Danish monk Peter 
Jegor heard about 
Greven's work. He 
himself is a well- 
known icon painter 
and learned all 
about this special 
form of art on the 
Greek island of At- 
hos. Parts of the 
icon canon are 
passed on only by 
work of mouth, So 
Peter Jegor went to 
the Ergste prison, 
stayed wilh the pri- 
son rector and 
taught Greven the 
basics of icon painting, Greek and 
Church Slavic, Now when Greven palnts 
icons he knows exactly what he iS writ- 
ing on them. 


Greven continued to do prison work 
until last year. Then he had enough 
money to be able to set up on his own, 
so lo speak. 

Now he works an cighteen-hour day 
and can scarcely keep pace with 
demand. In addition he always has a 
stack of letters to answer. 

Publications in the Federal Republic 
and abroad have long since brought him 
to the notice of art experts in various 
countries, including Britain and the 
USA. A few weeks ago the Herald Tri- 
bune and a Los Angeles newspaper 
wrole articles on him, 

He has gained many new friends 
through his work and, as he suys, his life 
is now completely changeıl. 

Friends of his have managed to engi- 
neer û reconviliation brtween Greven 
and {he widow of the man he shot. 

For some time he has been paying ex- 
tra sums to her in addition to the com- 
pensation money he is required to pay. 
Not long ago she wrote to hint, “You 
hare helped me nmıore than I can say 
and my life is much easier now. 1 can 
only hope you are set free soon so that 
you can carry on with your icon pain- 
tings. I know that you will not forget me 
even then,” 


Freedom, however, is still a long way 


Ww OUR WORLD 


Eberhard Greven, icon ! 
painter in a prison cell 


berhard Greven, one of this coun-= 

trys best icon painters, has spent 
the past twelve years in prison near 
Dortmund, where he is serving & life 
sentence for tnurder. 

For six ycars he has been concentrat- 
ing almost exclusively on old Byzantine 
paintings. Now he is visited by a con- 
şfanf stream of art experts and art lovers 
who buy Icons from him or leave valu» 
able pieces with him fo be restored. 

Greven, now aged 35, is allowed a small 
cell of hiş own to work in, He has to 
pay forty deutschmarks per day for this 
and tlhe privilege of not having to work 
with the other prisoners. The cell walls 
are covered wiih religious pictures on all 
sides, and il is here thu Greven receives 
his visitors, 

When he talks about his life he 
divldes it rigidly into two parts: his 
youth before he lnded in prison at the 
age of 23, and the time he has spent in- 
side since then. 

His trial dusted three yeurs. Then he 
went into the Ergsle Prison. For years he 
lived with the drudgery of prison work. 
The grasswecd stuffing from hiş mal- 
tress had to do instend of tolucco, the 
food he was given was “uninspiring tO 
say the least." 

Then at the beginning of (he seven- 
ties the situation changed for prisoners 
serving lifc senlences and Greven was 
sent fo work in the bookbinding 
department. Because he was good at 
working with his hands he was given 
the job of repuiring valuable bouks. 


Continued from page 11 
tintions between Telepocl and Linla 
fizzled out. 

Curt Lindu offered to produce the 
film at a price of DM5,000 per minule 
of broudcasting line (faking eight 
months for the 22 episodes) but Tele- 
pool found this price too steep and of- 
fered DM3,000 per minute, As a result, a 
Yugoslav company wus commissioned to 
make the film. 

Says the head of Telepool: “The pre» 
sent world market price for animated 
cattoons ranges between 5,000 and 8,000 
deutsclımarks per minute. We got the 
Mouse for half that amount.” 

According to Herr Linda, there is a 
bleiık future in store for this country’s 
animators. AS he puts if: “There are no 
special schools for animators, so they 
have to train new blood themselves, 
Moreover, the mass appeal of American 
and Japanese animated cartoons is more 
it demand with our TV netitorks than 
urtistic quality". 

(Münchner Merkur, 11 March 1977) 


Weight check for civil servants 


and was due for medicıl inspection û 
few diys later. 

The Bavarian Ministry of the Interior 
has been aware for some time that many 
applicants for posls in the police force 
ate ovctweight. 

All civil servants İn Bavaria will lıave 
to undergo a medical’ inspection on ap- 
plying for a trainee post and again be- 
fore being permanently accepted in the 


civil service, ` Karl Stankiewitz 
(KBlner Stalt-Anzelger, 2 Maoh 1977) 


Olt peopiîce ciannol become 
viyil servants tn Bavaria, lhe SPD 
concludes from an official statement 
made by Alber Meyer {CSU) In the 
Bavarian parliament, whereby a weight 
check is to be included in the medical 
inspection on all applicanls for civil 
service posts. 

One 22-year old police sergeant who 
weighed one hundred kilogranımes shot 
himself when a superior in the force 
told him he was loo fat. On holiday in 
the Tyrol he had lost 14 kilogrammes 
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nuclear industry beyond the initial 
stages of light-water reactors. It would 
prefer us not lo run reprocessing inslal- 
lations of our own and, given the oOppor- 
tunity, would soonest dissuade or pro- 
hibit Bonn's development of fast breeder 
reactors. 

The United Slutes fails to appreciale 
that reprocessing is the best means of 
nuclear waste disposal in densely-popu-= 
lated West Cermany. Washington also 
refuses to admit {hat the risk of pluto- 
nium bcing diverted for .military use 
from an immediate recycling production 
line is negligible. 

America similarly refuses (o appreciule 
that reprocessing is likely to reuluce 
demand for uranium by between twenly 
and thirty per cent; thus the United 
States maintains ils reputation for 
squandering Cnergy resourves. 

US arguments are not rendered nny 
1he more crcdible by being fielderl 
mainly by politleal scientists rather lhan 
hy nuclenr specialists. 

This is not fo say that hey nıiy not 
be righl, but they ought nol to try to 
force their vivws upon us. This country 
nıust be allowed to freely formulute ils 
own viewpoint, luking its own requiru- 
ments into account, 

There can be no question of another 
country imposing a ruling on LIS, or yet 


DIE&AZEIT. 


of President Curler making vono 
cause with teft-wing opponcnts of Hu- 
lur powvr. 

Opponcnls of nuclcar pouvr in lis 
voumlty rcenlly appealed to President 
Carter lo provide d token uf bis varnest 
hy culling US budget alloc atirus Hor Cant 
Urveders and reprucessing plant. . 

Whether by coincidence or nol, the 
Preside has indeed cut appropriations 
by $200 nmiillion. But what is the point? 
Mr Carter nıusl come to a decision as (o 
uho he intends to cil wilh -- cither 
with the Chancellor or with his oppo- 


nvnts. 
He must, inde, consider how lhe is 
l0 conduct political affairs, Rulings 


based on gut reaction and entolion are 
not going to get him very far. His con- 
victions are not so sublime Huot others 
cun be expected lo accept hen Unqtles- 
tioningly as a yardstick. 

This being the case, Bonn is best 
advised to stick to its gunşg, bearing in 
mind that views on the other side of (he 
Allantie are bY no ıneans unanimous. 

By all means let us intensify safe» 
guards and inspection procedures in 
Brazil. Why not multinationalise repro- 
cessing there? And who could possibly 
object to further development of the 
non-proliferation (realy? 

But there must be no question of 
lotal capitulation to an America {hat 
now appeors (o envisage a nıonopoly ‘of 
atoms [or peace in ‘addiion to fs nuc- 
lear monopoly In the military sector. :' 

Are peaceful uses of nuclear techii0- 
logy to be reslrictcd to the nuclear club? 
This surely was nol the idea behind the 
non-proliferntion treaty. 5 

When the trealy was signed Franz 'Jo- 
sêf Strauss suggested’ thot I nılght yet 
turn out lo have beri 'a' Vérsailles ' of 
cosmit proportlois, Surly the lale 
Genordl de Gaulle is nût' going to be 
proved accurnle in his forecast thal soo- 
ner or later everyonè will be a Gauillst. 

AL'the present rale President Carler 
may yèt convert advocates of transntlari- 
tic solidarity in this country inlo con- 
vinced Gaullists. The timo" bomb “really 
is licking awny ih the undergrowth, 

' »  ‘Theo'Sorimer' 
: ` {Dile Zelt; 18 Mureh 1977) 
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US attitude on nuclear deal 
with Brazil upsets Bonn 


posite effect to that intended. Even 
countries that are no particularly inte- 
rested in nuclear weapons of their own 
will, Bonn argues, decide to press ahead 
regardless if tho “haves” refuse to CO0“ 
perate, 

Bonn maintains that countries intent 
on getling hold of nuclear devices of 
their own can do so faster, morc easily 
and at Iess expense than by contracting 
to buy nuclear power installations and 
diverting the by-products of the fuel 
cycle, 4 

By suppiying the “have-nots” with 
nuclear technology, subject to strict pO» 
litical conditions and inspection proce- 
dures, Bonn feels Ihe nuclear powers tire 
more likely to serve the purpose of non- 
proliferation. 

Wht is more, this country wonders 
how President Carter can possibiy hope 
to reconcile his undertuking to step up 
to the Third World with a refusul lo 
grant the (leveloping countries access to 
the most up-to-the-minute sources of 
energy. 

- Third, the Bonn government con- 
cluded the deal with Brazil primarily in 
order to help ensure future supplies of 
urınium,. Americu has proved tt most 
unreliable supplier. 

In 1974 the Unite Stes refuyul to 
renew the currenl agreement to supply 
this country with enriched uranium, 
which expires in 1980. The demands on 
Ameria enrichment caput) dûre, in 
Nj au, ar Nea uf US ability tu 
deliver, 

The United Stales has recently kıken 
to withholding a few kilograms of super« 
enriched uranium destined for research 
reactors in this country bul, of course, so 
refined as to consitute {he potential 
makings of nuclear warheads. 

How can Bonn be sure, in the vir- 
cumstances, thal Washington will stand 
by future undertakings? How convincing 
is the US argument that America can be 
trusted, witereas Brzil cannot? 

There is more to US objections to 
Bonn's nuclear deal with Brazil than the 
aspects so far outlined, needless to say. 
President Carter's associates do not ner 
ely want to dissuade this country from 
exporting allegedly sensitive equipment. 

America would like to prevent the 
Fedeml Republic from developing its 


ashqe  : 8 
' (Cartoon: Walter Hariel/ Kdlner Sladt+Arizeiger) 


say theological, and correspondingly dif- 
ficult to bridge. Both sides agree that 
proliferation of nuclear arms must be 
forestalled as far as possible, but views 
diverge substantially as to what is likely 
to encourage or discourage proliferation. 

Views differ in three respects: 

— Fist, Bonn is relying on binding 
assurances given by the United States 
following protracted negotiations leading 
up to the non-proliferation treaty. 

On 15 May 1968, for instance, the US 
government assured Bonn that “there 
are no grounds whatever for anxicty est 
the (non-proliferation}) trenty impose 
hans or limitations on non-nuclear 
States with regard to the possibility of 
them developing their capabilities in 
nuclear science anid technology." 

In a note circularised in conneution 
with lhe signing of the treaty Bonn de- 
clared, after consulling Washington on 
this point, that the treaty would “not 
bun nuclear activity in respect Of re 
search, development, manufacture or 
peaceful use; nor may the supply of 
know-how, material and equipment to 
non-nuclear States be refused solely ort 
account of allegations that any such ic- 
tivity or supply might be used to man- 
ufuvture nuclear warhends or other HUc- 
lear devices." 

On this point the Amerivans ure uni- 
laterally claiming the right to reinterpret 
the terms of the non-proliferation treaty 
as indisputably understool al the Lime 
of signin, : 

— Sctond, Which is more conducive 
to the objective of non-proliferalion? — 
supplying Third World countries with 
the lock, stock and barrel of nuclear 
leclhnology or ù strategy aimed at refus- 
ing them access to nuclear know-how? 

The US government advocates deny» 
ing access to enrichment and reprocess- 
ing technology, since Washington has 
never placed much [aith in security and 
inspection procedures, especially since 
India joined the nuclear club in 1974. 

America has an uneasy fceling that 
the spread of advanced scientific know- 
ledge will inevitably tempt countries fo 
try their hand at manufacturing nuclear 
devices. 

This country, on the other hand, 
reckons that a refusal to supply know- 
how and equipment will have the op- 


0 


bevy of time bombs are ticking 

away in the undergrowth of ties be- 
tween this country and the United 
States, and one of them is equipped 
with a nuclear warhead. 

Will the Carter administration 
demonstraie sufficient patience and cir- 
cumspection to defuse this volatile pa- 
ckage or will stubbornness and an “E 
told you so" outlook ‘send, the balloon 
un? 


?م" 

After meeting Mr Carter, Willy Brandt 
did, of course, say that he rated the 
prospects highiy, all things considered, 
Bonn Foreign Minister Hans-Dictrich 
Genscher likewise announced, on his re- 
turn from an off-the-cuff visit lo Was- 
hinglon, that there would definitely be 
no trouble. 

Participants in the joint galhering at 
Princeton will also have found it lempt- 
ing to feel that relations between this 
country and the United States are reûs- 
suringly harmonious, but the fact of the 
matter is that ties between Bonn and 
Washington are in the throes of a crisis. 

Bonn Defence Minister Georg Leber 
feels the Americans have pulled the 
wool over his eyes in armaments coope- 
fılion, and rightly so where the Leopard 
tank is concerned. 

In economic policy President Carter 
and Chancellor Schmidt are poles apart 
in the aspects to which they attach pire 
ticular importance. While Mr Carter 
would like {he more buoyant industrial» 
ised countries to reflale, Herr, Schmidt 
considers any such more û gtûve misi 
take. 
The two countries are heading towurds 
a particularly devastating collision on 
atoms for peace, and recent diplomatic 
feelers have signalled no change in this 
respect. 

The foremost bone of contention in 
respect of nuclear policy is this coun 
trys deal with Brazil, comprising the 
sale of not only cight light-water power 
reactors, but also uranium enrichment 
plant and an installation for reprocessing 
spent fuel rods, 

The Americans are dead set against 
this hand-oyer of the entire nuclear fue! 
cycle. US government officials may have 
approved of the deal with Brazil at the 
London meeting of the suppliers’ club 
and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in Vienna, but the Carter admi« 
nistration will now hear nothing of any 
such approval. . 

Washington is calling for what Mr 
Carter demanded during his clection 
campaign — an embargo on the sale to 
Brazil of sensitive technology, especially 
reprocessing plant producing plutoniun 
that could be used to manufacture nuc- 
lear warheads, 

The President has written to Helmut 
Sehmidl reiterating this demand in no 
uncertain terms and Willy Brandt, the 
Bonn Social Democrat leader, relurned 
from Washington persuaded that Mr 


manner, was absolutely , determined ' oi 


ı: this point. 


, The President's viewpoint is by no 
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1 Carter, despite his mild and covileous 


History of the EEC 
18. Aprll 1951 
Signing of Montanunlon Tr 

ropean 
E f of 

ing reatles of Rome establlıh 

Ing the EEC end Euratom. 
July/August 1981 
Great Britain, Ireland and Denmirk 

apply for EEC membership, followed by 

Norway in Aprll 1982, : 
January 1903 
Membership negotiations broken oft a 

a result of French move, 

10 May 1865 
Membership applicants 1: ne 
gotlations founder egein on 18 Deqm. 

ber, 1 
30 July 1970 2 
Negotiations with the four applicant 

nations resurne, 

18 November 1970 
First foreign policy consultatlonş of 

EEC foreign ministers within the frame 

work of political cooperation In Munich 
22 January 1972 
Signing of Membership Act In respect ' 

of Denmesrk, Great Britain, ireland anê | 

Norway. ۹ 
25 September 1972 
Norwegians reject EEC membership ! 
1 and 2 December 1975 ٤ 
European Council decides to hold fyi ı 

direct elections to European Parliament 

‘In May or June 1978. 1 


Schmidt explored avenues that «o! 
lead them out of the impasse, The st: 
tion has perhaps been found in 4 
form of direct elections to the Eurok: 
Parliament in May or June 1978. 

Political forces in direct elen 
must operate on an EEC level, Thus fı 
instance anti-European Labour 
must join forces with Socialists and ¥ 
cial Democrats from other Eloisa 
countries and form a common pair 
mentary party in the European Pai: 
ment if they are to achieve anything - 
or, ûs an alternative, they nıust join li 
anti-European Gaullists. 

The same applies to the antiEurt 
pean French Communists who have hil 
erto coalesced with the pro-Europeat 
Italian Communists. in the indirect 
elected EEC Parliament. 


The working out of & joint decir 
platform . necessitates trans-nalion: 
compromises, The train of events 


been set in motion although the i 
rect European elections might no: 
envisaged, take place next year but 
Britain's anti-Europeans suffer ' 
crushing defeat in 1975 when tol 
of the popuiation voted İn favour oi ٠ 
Community — albeit for 8 Ca 
as it İs today and not as it might ¥: 
future, . : 
' That developments are not ا‎ 
borne out :by the events of the e 
months. The Nine extended their 
ing limits along the Atlantic col 
200 miles. Great Britain nd 
were only In: a position to impose 
limits because they enjoy the rê 
ty's protection. As a result, a new 
munity policy — ‘tie fishéries poli 
Continued on page 14 
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, Any easier, Were cash and commerclal 


tompelltion all that were at slake, com- 
ones would be [ar less difficult to 
` The difference of viewpoint is, how 
ever, profoundly . philosophical, not 10 
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in the framework of GATT, thus bring- 
ing the Kennedy Round of talks to an 
end. The EEC was thus for the first 
time recognised as a negotiating Partner 
in international agreements, and in 1968 
the Six completed their tariff union. . 

The end of the de Gaulle era in 1968 
opened up new perspectives. Great Brit- 
ain, Norway, Denmark and Ireland had 
re-applied for entry in 1967. Georges 
Pompidou, France's new President, and 
Bonn's newly-elected Chancellor Willy 
Brandt decided to resume efforts at 
bringing about a political union. 

The historic compromise was ther rea- 
ched at the EEC summit in The Hague 
in 1969. French interests were to be safe- 
guarded by a lasting financing of the 
common agriculture market — in other 
words, the Community was to finance 
itself out of İts own resources — to be 
followed by the accession to the EEC of 
the four candidates, 

At the same time it was realised that 
the Community could only Jast if the 
tariff union was augmented by aıı eco- 
nomic and monetary union out of which 
a political union would arise of its own 
accord. 

But difficulties arose once more. Brit- 
ain, Denmark and Ireland joined the 
EEC in 1973 (the people of Norway 
voted against entry iı a referendum), 

At the same time the EFTA countries 
that remained concluded free trade trea- 
ties with the EEC. This created the long 
envisaged major free trade area with the 
tarif union of the Nine as a nucleus. 
But the monetary union was rendered 
impossible by the deterioration of the 
international monetary system. 

But Europe was fortunate ortce more. 
Had the tariff union still been incom- 
plete it would probably have becn im- 
passible to complete it after 1973, and 
the economic crisis in the wake of the 
Opec enıbargo would have led {o a trade 
war witlı disastrous consequences. 

Simultaneously with the transfornia- 
tion of the European Economic Com- 
munity into a European Community a 
number of further steps Were taken, 
among them foreign policy cooperation 
which resulted from the comnton for- 
cign trade policy of the tariff tınion; and 
the Nine became a giant with interna= 
tional responsibility, 

The Community’s Meditcerannean. 
policy led to cooperation treaties with all 
countries bordering the Mediterannean 
excepting Libya and Albania. Theo Euro- 
Arab dialogue was resumed 48 &' result of 
the shock inîparted by the oil ‘crisis, 

The year 1975 saw the conclusion of a 
cooperation treaty between the Com- 
munity and 46 African, Caribbean and 
Pacific states which must be regarded as 
a model of modern development policy 
among equal partners... and even 
‘Comecon established contacts with. its 
West European counterpart, .+ .. » 

«The Community :has meanwhile be» 
‘come extremely attractive to the semi- 
developed states in Southern Europe, 
They hope, among other things, that the 
Community will help them safeguard 
their young democracies against possible 
dictatorial takeover intentions, be it 
from the left or from the right, Greece 
applicd for entry in 1975; Portugal and 
Spain are about to follow suit. : 

But the heads of government of the 
Nine have .meanwhile arrived at the rea- 
.lsation that a monetary and: political 
union are still not in the offing. The 

road to a monetary union is blqcked !by 
differing .conditions in :the-. Various 
national economies and that to: a politic 
cal union - by: the sovereignty’ obsessioh 
‘of.pofitical circles in France; Britain and 
Denmark, . ’ i“ SR 

At the end of 1974, France's Giscard 
d'Estaing and West Germany’s Helmut 


EEC celebrates its 


Wl EUROPE 


twentieth birthday 


ister Winston Churchill imparted major 
impulses to the “non-repetition of the 
mistakes of 1919" and West European 
unification, initially remained aloof with 
regard to integration efforts. The Com- 
monwealth was still a living organism at 
that time. 

But already in 1957 London began to 
advocate a major European Free Trade 
Area as an alternative to the EEC; and 
in 1959 EFTA was formed with those 
West European states which had not 
joined the EEC, namely Ireland, De- 
nmark, Norway, Sweden, Austria, Swit- 
zerland and Portugal. It was subsequent 
ly joined by Iceland and Finland. The 
East Bloc reacted to the EEC by form- 
ing its counterpart Comecon. 

By 1961 it was obvious that the EEC 
with its envisaged tariff union and the 
common agriculture market was stronger 
than EFTA with its gradual abolition of 
mutual industrial tariffs but without 4 
uniform legal framework. 

Greece opted for associate menıber- 
ship in the EEC while Ireland applied 
for membership, followed nine days loter 
by Britain, Denmark followed suit, as 
did Norway a few months afterwards, 

Meanwhile, the situation in France 
had changed, which attracted the Britons 
and Scandinavians even more. 

President Je Gaulle initially wavered 
between two possibilities: either the in- 
tegration of the Six under French domi- 
nance or a restriction of the EEC to & 
mere supporting’ instrument ’ for the 
French economy. 

The first of these alternatives seenicd 
feasible before Britain applied for entry, 
and the six heads of government con- 
templated a 


ن 


meeting of 1961, But de 
Gaulle torpedoed the negotiations on 
1962 after Holland's Foreign Minister 
Luns had made it ciear that there could 
be no political union without London. 

De Gaulle tried to salvage his supre- 
macy plans by means of the Franco- 
German Friendship Treaty, But when it 
became obvious that, despite Adenauer, 
Bonn was unwilling to interpret this 
Treaty along Gaullist fines, the French 
President promptly broke off negotia- 
tions about British entry. Notwithstangl- 
ing the realities and lêssons of two 
world wars, 19th century’ foreign policy 
ideas once more gained the ‘upper hand 
in Paris. 

But France's five partners refused to 
give up. Ahd so it was decided in 1965 
to amalgamate fhe EEC, Euratom and 
Montanunion, 

In 1966 the EEC decided to complete 
the comnıon agriculture market as a 
concession to France after Paris (in the 
socılled Luxembourg Compromise), fol- 
lowing an enıpty-chalr policy in the 
Ministerial Council, had seemingly de- 
stroyed tlıe supra-national nature of the 
EEC. : ٤ 


There was henceforth to be no more 
majority vote in the Ministerial: Council, 
Tho veto right as an anchor of national 
sovereighnty .was established . and re- 
‘mains in force to this day, : 

In 1967, the EEC; acting as a com- 
munity, agreed to tariff reductions with- 


hen tlie Treaties of Rome were 

signed on 25 March 1957, bring- 
ing into being the EEC and Euratom, 
only out-and-out enthusiasts believed 
that the reunification of Charlemagne’s 
“Occidental Europe” would become real- 
ity. 

pessimists, on the other hand, forecast 
that these treaties would suffer the same 
fate aş the European Defence Union. 
The integration of the armed forces of 
Belgim, France, Italy, Luxembourg and 
Holland with the re-armed Federal Re- 
public of Germany and tlie attendant 
abolition of certain sovereignty rights 
was intended to provide the basis for 
the political unification of the Six. But 
the French National Assembly in its 
session of 29 August 1954 votecl against 
the European Defence Union and for 
sovereignty. 

As a result, dedicated Europeans such 
as Konmd Adenauer, the Belgian social- 
ist Paul Henri Spaak, France's Robert 
Schuman, Italy's Alcide de Gasperi and 
Holland's Joseph Luns decided to bring 
about political unification via economic 
integration, 

It was decided at the 1955 Forcign 
Ministers Conference in Messina to 
create Euratom in order to cement and 
kecp together the partial and now dis- 
integrating Morntanuniora, the six-natiot 
coal and steel communhty. 

‘This ushered in a dialectic process be- 
tween nıaterinl necessities and human 
emotions which is still in progress and 
which, in a material sense, proved a 
blessing for Europe. 

Although the assumed and hoped for 
elements that would necessitate a politi= 
cal unification of Europe have not fully 
prevailed over the 19th century idea of 
the sovereign national state, they have 
nevertheless engendered a development 
process towards this final goal, albeit 
with setbacks. 

In tho Bonn Bundestag of that time, 
ihe Sociel Democrats engaged in an im- 
placable battle against the unification of 
Western Europe. 

West Germany was at that time divid- 
el into two camps, one of which saw as 
ifs foremost objective the reunification 
of Germany while the other pinned all 
its hopes on the reunification of the 
Occident. Only the Trade Union Federa- 
tion realised from the very beginning 
that the material inıprovement aid free 
dom of the working class could be gla- 
ranteed only by the West. 

1f Charles de Gauile had been return- 
ed to power twelve months earlier or if 
the Treaties of Rome lad been signed a 
ycar later, the EEC and Euratom would 
probably have been stillbom. 

The first EEC Commission, headed by 
Adenauer's State Secretary Walter Halls- 
fein and the European socialist Sicco 
Mansholt, made use of every opportunity 
to assert itself as the future “European 
Governnıent” immediately after assüm- 
ing office in 1958. 

Although lis scope of action did not 
equal lhat of the Aforrtanunlon’s High 
Comniission It was nevertheless in a 
position to create {he {legal framwork for 
the Communily’s entire economic setup. 
Thus Hallstcin’s nine-man Commission 
soon outranked the High Commilssion 
and the Euratom Coınmission İn 'pre- 
stige. 

Great Britain, whose then Prime Min-« 


gr 


Hard-liner leads 
Young Socialists 


Klaus-Uwe Bennater, a 30 year old Berlin 
lawyar, was elected chalrman of the 
Young Sociallsts at ths organisation's 
conference In Hamburg on 20 March. 
The Young Socialists (Jusos} Is the SPD 
youth organisation. Harr Benneter bê- 
longs to tha “Stamokap’’ (Staatsmono- 
polistischer Kapltallsmus} Marxlst wing. 


hose who cocked a sensitive ear to 

the applause that greeted the 
speeches of the three candidales for the 
succession to Juso Chairman Heilemare 
ie Wicczorek-Zeul at the Ilamburg 
Congress Centre on 20 March could an-= 
ticipate fhe sensation that was laler to 
materialise. Klaus-Uwe Denneter received 
more applause from ihe 300 delegates 
ihan his colourless competitors Wolf- 
gang Jütlner and Ollmûr Schreiner. 

Wilh a Stamokap man al (he helnı -- 
a min who considers the state a slooge 
of capilalisın and who persists in his 
demands thal indusiry be nationilisecl — 
the young people's SPD is cleurly head- 
ing for difficult times, 

Admonishmecnts by Houn ûs well as 
the trade unions to tlert the mouleriatt, 
Olimar Sehreiner, went unheeded in 
Hamburg and might in fut have had 
the very oppasite effect. 

Mistrust of “old comrulks up there", 
us one ef Ihe delegates put il, is more 
decply semed than ever. Benner re- 
ceived Ihe grates appkuuse when he 
stil, “wilh me al the fwûd {he Jusos 
will become more uncomforlalHe to ivy 
with than hey have becn litherto" And 
Ihis is quite so. 

If Benneter succeeds in pursuing the 
Skumokap coune it is, in {he long run, 
posible tit the SPD mip pirl ceum-= 
pany wilh ils unloved youth section. Bul 
if is equally possible that the Jusos will 
split into two groups should Benneter 
insist on pursuing his uncompromising 
leftist course. It is also possible that, be- 
cause he won the election witlt a majori= 
ty of only four, the new Juso boss will 
tread cautiously. Thomas Wolgast 

(Llbecker Nachrichten, 22 March 1977) 
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Genscher — nor is it altraclive lo Min- 
ister of Economic Affairs Hans Fride- 
richs. Thus all internal conflicls are 
transcended by Schmidt's and Genscher’'s 
common interest In remaining in 
power. And this provides a cerlain safety 
net in crises. 

But the uncerlaintly remains nnd so 
cloes the chariness of the electorate. The 
traditional stability of the Federal Rec 
public does not Include the continuity 
of the Bonn Coalition. In fact, never has 
a Chancellor carried a heavler burdenî 

With it all, Helmut Sclımidt was not 
too far off when, on assuming his Se- 
cond term of office, he showed more 
concem for the political situation of our 
laho than that of his own coun- 

try. 

In France, Socialist, suctešses in. muni 
cipal eledtions gave Presidenl Giscard 
CEstaing a forclaste of the outcome of 
fhe parliamentary elections next year. 
Britain's Prime Minister James Cullag- 
han only Just managed to suırvive g vote 
of no confilence with {he help of lhe 
Liberals; Holland's Prime Ainister lad 
la resign; and in Haly, Premier Giulio 
Andreotti is dragging hintself from one 
crisis lo the nat: Helmul Schmid is 
hus surrounded by teetering partners in 
Europe, and to make matters wurst, 
here is he uncerluinty about Washing- 
ton's fulure coursv. 

It goes without suying that Clancellor 
Sthmidt's leverage in inlermutional poli- 
lies is largely dependent on the strength 
of his position al home. At present, he 
no longer seems lo mike policy; instead, 
he only rvucts lo crises hul confront 
him. ln fact, U could almosl he suid thi 
survival is dll Uhl matters to the Coli 
tion al the moment — and thal is leir- 
ly nol enough. 

Unless he urmares to summon up his 
cld vitality and kaderhip on the duc 
mestic dtont — a vitality and leadership 
to which he owes itis re-eletlion — 
Helmut Schmidt is hound lo lose his 
grip in foreign policy, If this were lo 
come to pass the Coalition would be un- 
likely’ to survive untit 1980. 


Kurt Becker 
(Die Zeit, 25 March 1977) 
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The Government is in 
a sorry state 


three nıonths. And there are growing 
doubts as to whelher the Coalition in 
Bonn can sutirvive many more such 
crises. 

in any event, the acute danger of a 
deterioration of {he Coalition was over 
come in the nick of time and on the 
verge of an abyss, so to speak. This is 
largely due to the determination of the 
major SPD and FDP polititians to re- 
main al the heli. 

The Chancellor is well aware of his 
party's growing distuste for the political 
tenacity of the Free Denıocrits.— a diş- 
taste which, on occasion, has been dli- 
rected against Helnut Schmidt as well. 
But most SPD officials slill believe hit 
iheir purly cannot provide a Chancellor 
without its FDP ally and that only Herr 
Schmidt can ûl present fill this office. 
` As a result, Helmut Schmidt's presenl 
situation — no maller how prevarlous — 
cannot he likened to the disintegration 
three years ago which led to the resigna- 
tion of Chancellor Wily Brandi. 

Herlert Kremp, editor of lhe diuily' 
Dic Well, who recenly speculated on 
certain remarks uf Herbert Wehner, de- 
ducing from them {hil the kutter wus re- 
ady to topple the Chancvllor and once 
more assidn an opposilion role lo their 
SPD, is clearly on thin ice. 

But whd alhoul Herr Gensclvr's 
interests? Allhough they differ from 
those of the Chanccllor, the FDP leader 
neverthclas uianb to presente hc cuuli- 
tion. Pallicipalign in guscsmincnl viijojs 
ahscehule priority with the Free Demo- 
crits, and they are aware li an) dupa- 
ıture from the Social and Frew Democrat 
coalition before 1°80 would he political 
suicide. 

A switch from the intertıtionally re- 
spevcled Helnuit Schmidt to the novice 
Helmut Kohl is nal very attractive to 


CDU’s Hesse poll success 


a shock for Bonn 


ner, who had onls just begun to show 
a strong hand and regain the confidence 
lost under his predecessor Albert: Oss- 
wald, became the innocent viclinı of his 
party's unutilised opportunity of renewal. 
ini view of this setback, the time left 
to Herr Bûrner ‘in which to - ` recapture 
confidence unlil the autumn of 1978 is 
unlikely , la :suflice ta bring eut a 
change j jin: the present trend, : : 


But with oll his ebulllonce about the 
victory in Hesse, Helmut Kohl is not 
quite happy about. the implications of 
lie .victory of ‘his Hesse party associates. 
The reason for this is slmple: ‘Tlio Hesse 
tandslidê improved the iwinge of’ tle 
prö-Strauss chalrinan' of the Hesse CDU, 
Alfred. Dregger, whose - confrontatljon 
coursê. could ‘put a spanıior into thê 
works of Flerr Kohl's Bonn poliey 
especially with ard to a possible coli: 
tion with the TDP. 


I wa abûve all ptekr Droiper who, i 
conjinclfon With, Franz Josef ,Slrausg, 
made, it easy fot tie FDP t0. jgnoré the, 
welcoming open ahnhs of fhe. CDU, = 


and not only in: Hesse, „Frank f Rosso 


(kêlnor Sudt Ae. 22 Nfareh 1977 


With it all, the outcome of the elec 
tions is (o some extent also due to past 
fallures ‘on the part ‘of municipalities. 
This was parlicularly painfully experi- 
enced by Rudi Arndt, the Mayor of 
Frankfurt, whose involvement in the af 
fair with the party contributions became 
a permanent topic of EES menê 
{he cillzenry, 


The much disputed 1 local ae 
reform, tod, ‘played a major role, in the 
ıiewly created monster city Lahn the ci 
tizen used his ballot to rebet against bu 
requcratic éentralisni. 


In any event; the Şociut Democrats, 
used to victory as they were, „arrived, a 
ihe painful realisation that thelr’ male 
date .is limited in time. and lhat no .Por- 
litical .pariy has a. ا‎ right i any 
one stale, . 

The waning signals of the. lost: sinte 
election of 1974 whem, for. the firî 
time, the: COU. emerged / the. strongest 
party; in, Hesse were pöoli-poohêd; , and 
rigid, party, siriclureş ahd Bolifielons wlio 
wete down ahd out tohtiiued to: domi 
halê tlie, Hesse SPD. But not for long. 


, The new Slate - Premier, ‘Holger Bör- 


he shock wave of the CDU lands- 

lide victory in the Hesse municipal 
elections exlended all ihe way to Bonn. 
Hesse, traditionally an SPD. stronghold, 
is now firmly in .the hands of the CDU. 
which is the strongest political power 
there. SPD ty fatllıers, who had beconıe 
so used to running local government over 


3 period of decades, were dealt a shatter 


ing defeat. 


This defeat was particularly badly felt 
„in bastions such as Frankfurl and Wies- 
baden where ihe CDU now managed to 
gain the absolule majority, 


Rainer Birzel, always an eager cam- 
paigner. for .the CDU, demanded of the 
electomte that it teach Bonn a lesson. 
And so it did :— especially where the 
stronger of the two coalition partners is 
concerned. In anj event, there was con- 
sensus anıong: All parties that the reason 
for the landslide had litle lo do with 
municipal politics. 

The outcome: of the Hesse elections 
clearly reflects the citizens disgruntle- 
ment with. lhe pensions - debaclc, the 
bugging scandals and the infighting 
concerning personnel questions. All this, 
together wilh the educational’. policy in 
Hesse, tile affair. surrounding Helaba 
{lhe 1lesse Stale Bank) and.thê manipu- 
fulion of. funds: contributed lothe SPD 
hit the just and the unjust ini.lown halls 
throughout ‘the state. —- regarUless whel- 
her they had been sviccesful: iin: their 
work or not. 


FH loging his party's losses. in last 
‘Jl year's Bundestag election, which he 
won by the skin of his teeth, Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt believed that lie would 
in future have to concentrate more on 
foreign affairs than on domestic politics. 

But the very opposite has transpired, 
‘The pensions debacle and the attempted 
reduction of publie health expenditure 
followed by the struggle over nuclear 
energy und, finally, to top it all, the 
bugging affair have blorked {he runivay 
for the take-off of the second Schmidt/ 
Genuscher government, No matter how 
une İooks at lt, this government is in & 
sorry slate. : 

The electorate rearted accordingly in 
Ihe recent Ilesse municipal elections. 
Sympathisers with the Social and Free 
Democratic coalition defvcled en masse 
1o lhe CDU, 

To add insull to injury, lhe Juso 
{Young Sociilist) leiulership wenl front 
“Red” Heidemarie Wicczorck-Zeul to 
{he even more lvftist Muarsist theoreti 
ckn Klaus-Uwe Benneter, which ob- 
viously entailed a further loss of preslige 
for the Social Democrats in government. 

Moreover, Ielniut Schmidt, whose 
foe is evonomic pulicy, cannot expecl 
lo gain in prestige by developments in 
Hir economy and on {he kubour market. 
The question hat comes lo the fore is: 
How long will Schmidt's tenure of office 
te guarıntevd hy the weûknvss of the 
Oppesilian CDU/CSU? 

The bugging sundi, lid, nul id stu- 
ture lo n Koll but to te SPD 
Parliamentary floor leader Herbert Wvh- 
ner «ho becume lhe major igure of the 
legiskaultise branch of government. IH was 
he wliose persistent questions kept tlie 
government on its toes, 

The second Schmidt/Gensclur go- 
vremıment has been unlucky’ in the past 


Continued from page 4 


cully he reduced to DM200 million at 
the end of 1981. 

Bonn politicians have given asslr- 
ances that lhey ' will not forget the 
GDR's attitude in 1977 when rencgoliat- 
ing the deal in 1980. 

In any êvent, it is hoped in Bonn that 
a number of important deals in which 
both sides are interested, such as the 
Berlin-Hambhiürg autobahn, will come to 
fruition, But this wolild only be possible 
in a political climale, thût is conducive 
to such deals. 

Bon has not yet come up with a time. 
«table -for these and ather negotiations 
wilh the GDR. 

State Minister lans-Jürgen Wiscli- 
neuski, whom lhe Chancellor pulled out 
of û hat as a joker, so to speak, in lhe 
Deutscilandpolitik game uftêr the 3 Oc- 
:lober Bundestag election, has so far 
one little lo coordinate the necessary 
slêps. 

There is clvarly.a areal del of calcl- 
‘ing up to be done. 


For example: Relations with the GDR 
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ip 


lingness concerning any 
committment in matters of 


The government took months 0 sn . 
mon the Ministers concerned to a gy, 


i. must not be better than those with the 
, ‘Soviet Unio, It therefore follows thut 


önly when Moscow considers ‘good po- 
litical and ecoriomic rêlations wilh the 
Federal Republic bencficial will be GDR 
.beconie more Soncilitory, 0 

Joathim Nawrocki’ 


about if was adjourned without hai 


reached any policy decisions, 


If the upper echelons cannot ariter 


timi 


a decision because they lack the 


because they are unable to reach gig 
ment on & course of action there E 
that çan iranspire on ower levels, 


No one. can say with 


our position would be better if hep 
vernment had tried larder, But, by f 
same token, it is obvious that hep 
vemment has made no cffort at all, 
This passive attitude is pariye: 
hard to understand iri view of the: 
that our relations’ with thé Easl t, 
have been deteriorating steadily fo’ 
long time and that the reasons fort. 


dele 


deterioration are plainly visible, 
The government knows that 


— due to its effects in the East 


Ll 


become both a more tedious and 


risky business, and yet it has done ki 
to stimulate the East bloc’s interit 


relaxation of tensions. 


The Bonn government is clearly 3: 


that Leonid Brezhr 


of the faut 


Edward Gierek and Erich Honecker: 
to fight for a middle-of-tle-road, nê 
eiatély liberal course, and yet it hurt 
little to lend a discreet hand. A fim? 


lf 


implacable sland could suffice 
vent crises. 


How is the Soviet undermining of 
Berlin status lo be slopped if not i 


tti 


policy that would make il ckar 


does not pay to antagenise Bonn il 


further? 


Activities in {he {rude sector, Weskr 
efforts at bringing aboul û detente a 
proposals for troop reductions are all Y9 


poli 


well — but what we need .is 4 


which would’ Once more unui Yi 
fact that we do have such a hing 


۶ ik. Peter Bender 
ک‎ Pau rsenos Allgemeines Sonntagstln 
20 March 197 


Ux. 
yÊ 


the more rabid elements in Warsaw with 
plenty of pretexts for a relapse into old 
conditions. 

And in Bonn-GDR relations and the 
Berlin question, circumspection .and 
consideration is all that can be chalked 
up — and even this does not apply to 
the whole of the Bonn government. So 
far as the MBFR talks in Vienna are 
concerned Chancellor Schmidt an- 
nounced last year that ttew - initiatives 
would be forthcoming, But now the sub- 
ject seems to be off the agenda alfoget- 
her — or at least it is no longer being 
mentioned in Bonn. 

The old truisnt that Berlin . policy, 
Deutschlandpolitik, Ostpolitik and mi- 
litary policy must be planned in con- 
junction with each other secs to have 
been forgotten. There arc hardly any 
vestiges left of former efforts to sway 
our allies into pursuing an open-minded 
Ostpolitik of the purt of the West, Bonn 
is today the slowest ship in ihe convoy. 

Instead of building up stcam for his 
ship of state, Foreign Minister Genscher 
indulges in legal interpretations where- 
ver he gocs. But it has always been part 
and parcel of Ostpolitik to articulate 
principles without doing much else. 

And yet it would be fallacious lo sU- 
spect that there have heen any changes 
in Bonn’s Ostpolftik. The Federal go- 
vernment's attitude in critical situations 
— an attitude usually determined by the 
Chancellor — demonstrates that com- 
moan sense still. prevails, But this atti 
tude, while preventing Certain, LhiINES, 
has achieved little. 

There is no lack of goodwill in Bonn 
allhough there is decidedly an unwil- 


to deteriorate 


Gierek's liberal course and his open- 
minded attitude towards Bonn. 

Moreover, President Carter's public 
sintements in connection with the 
human righis campaign have obviously 
been taken as a provocation by the East 
bloc nd have anything but contributed 
towards defusing the situation. On the 
conlrary, they ushered in a new process 
of ideologising East-West relations. 

In the West of course Mr Carters at- 
tiiude has lent new impetus to those 
who confuse polemics with politics, But 
should the US President continue on his 
present course, he would not only jeop- 
ardise East bloe dissidents but would 
also contribute towards an unholy al- 
liance between the military, the security 
setup, the propagandisls and the idcolo- 
gists which would strengthen the land 
of those who ‘prose detente. 

It goes without saying that future 
East-West relations depêénd largely on 
Waushinglon and Moscow, But the opera- 
tive word in this context is “largely.” 

It has heen a tenet of West European 
Ostpolitik \hat the meshing of interests 
would create 2 certain stability in bilate- 
ral relations, thus making Ostpolitik 
relatively independent of accidents in 
major power politics and tle capricious 
vagarits of these powers. What has been 
done in Bonin during the past few years 
lo contribute towards stability in Osfpo- 
iilik? 

Relations with the Soviet Union have 
not been fostered any further. And 
where relations with Polund ûre con- 
cerned, the success of the Sclhnnidt-Git= 
rek treaties is being followed up by 
thoughlless burcaucracy which provides 


۰ It is thus not unlikely that thê i 


duction of road tolls for the 
highway links to East Bertin 


GDR will be countered by Bonn? 


Gerd 


ducing tolls for the use of West 
roads by GDR lorries. 


This would not bring much in 
etary terms but it would give thie Fal 
Republic a Jever in negotiations 
the abolition of such tolls, It is ® 


nep 


able that the outcome of such 


lions would be the relinquishing o % 


on.-both sides, 


. Although the Federal goveiamenl 
been . postponing ‘a .decision 


م 


issue, it 1s unlikely that 
the trade between the two 
will be’ raised, These guarantees 


credits to: East German suppliers: 


U 
و‎ 


to be :confused with the line 
generally known as “Swing” 
present stands at DM85O0 


the guarantees involve DM2 n 


i 


ا 


and have been fully utilised. . 
The GDR showed ‘interest i 
inğ the line of çredit ğfanted 
Swing procedure to DM1,200 
ûrder to fiance’ some ma: 


But since a ' major ا‎ 0 


RM r. Die Zell 25 March 1977) 


slated :to gû öè-the, West GË 
ter AG steelworks was final ¥ 
an Italian company, Born no 
any iricentive' to.’ incrêase 
fiamwork, ١ 

În any event, the whole 
core: ‘tothe crunch 8 1980 


ated. ‘Unléss any other 1 
1 crédl wl 


No new concepts - 


in relations 


with the GDR 


million. They subdivide as follows: 
DAi400 miilion for visa and other [ees 
relating to transmit traffic to and ‘from 
Berlin; DM20 million for the fûrther 
development of the transit ‘autobahn; 
DMSI million .for new railroad stallions 
along Berlin routes; DM25 million. in 
fees for travel to the GDR; DM8 miltion 
for visas in connection with traffic along 
inlang waterways; DM30 million in pos- 
tal fees and DMI31 million paid - irf 


„ı,Omdef to obtain the release of political 


prisoners and for family reunification. . . 

Some DM5S,O00 million have been 
transferred to the GDR from Federal 
coffers sinice 1970. Of course, had these 
amounts not been transferred in full or 
had. transfers been delayed the GDR 
would have retaliated by not delivering 
the “goods” for which these antounts, 
constituted payment. And of course no». 
one would want such a contingency to 


arise.. .Down-to-carth politicians, regard-' 
less of party affiliation, know that these. 


pûaythents are no suitable tool in ‘exêrting, 


. Pressure on the SED leadership. : 
But this does not mean that every 


hostile gesture musl be permitted’ to go; 
uncountered. While ‘Minister Franke be- 


licves that we mast. not, permit ourselves, 


to react in anger, other SPD politicians 
consider strong action oh the part ûf the 
Bonn government quite feasible. 


ore thun anything else; Deutsch- 

landpoalitik is a subject of polemics 
between Government and Opposition in 
Bonn. 

But neither the Opposition nor thé 
Government has come up with any [eas- 
ible concepts for future relations with 
the GDR, nor are there any coordinated 
reactions to East Berlin's pinpricks, 

Egon Franke, Bonn Minister for Intra- 
German Relalions, opposes any barriers 
to trade between the two Germanies as a 
retaliation for the new implacability on 
the part of the GDR. In fact he is even 
resorting: to the long disproved argument 

that irade between the two Germanies 

would help secure jobs in the Federal 
Republic, 

The Ministry of Economic Affairs’ 


State Secretary Carsten Rohwedder, on 


the other band, said at the Leipzig Fair 
that SED General Secrelary Erich Hon- 
ecker was wrong in saying thut trade re- 
lations need not be affected by political 
differences. Trade and politics, Rohwed- 
«ler maintained, are inseparable. 


In a televised discussion, the CDU's 
spokesman on Deutschlandpoliltik, Olaf. 
von Wrangel, advocated financial sanc-' 


tions. These would, among other things, 
inelude the withholding of payments to 
the GDR until that country has deliver- 
ed lhe “goods”, 

West Berlin CDU depuiy, Jirgen 
Wohirabe, on the other harid, stressed in 
the Bundestag that even a CDU/CSU 
government Would have to make these 
payments. in accordance with legally 
binding agreements. 


The amounts involved ate not pear. 


nuts, Last year they added up to DMG65 


Wi OSTPOLITIK 


East-West relations continue 


` ference and once the conference or, 


j ur relations with the East ure dete- 
riorating — not dramatically but 
steadily. With its refusal to permit entry 
to roughly 170 visitors to the Leipzig 
Fair the GDR continued a course it had 
embarked on some time ago by barring 
from entry people who had recently left 
the GDR or who maintained contact 
with GDR citizens contemplating doing 
so. 

I is a bad sign indeed that Lhe SED, 
East Berlin's Socialist Unliy Party, pur 
sued this policy wilhout regard for the 
image of the Leipzig Fair as a broad- 
minded and “open 1o lhe world" event 
— the image it is trying to promote. 

But even more worrying is the sj's- 
tematic manner in which, since lle 
beginning of this year, lhe GDR is 
trying lo give East Berlin the legal status 
of GDR terrilory and thus undermining 
the Four-Power status of all sectors of 
the cily. 

Up to now, the staff of the Brilish, 
French and American occupation forces 
hus remained unaffected, But a couple 
of weeks ago the Soviet Ambassador to 
East Berlin, Pyotr Abrassimov, [latly 
denied that {he Western allies had any 
rights in East Berlin. 

There is of course noihing new ibout 
this contention, but {lis tinie 1 was puf 
forward so Jemonstrativetly os to make it 
virtually certain that Lhere is an ulterior 
molive behind it. If the Soviet Union 
were {o act on its {hreat and bar 
members of the Allied forces from Cast 
Berlin a confrontation would be inevil- 
able, 

Even more serious would be the in- 
plemenlation of the recent GDR civil 
aviation regulation in which that country 
claims full sovereignty over ils airspace, 
which means that ihe Western Powers 
would have to negotiate air traffic rights 
to and from Berlin with the GDR, But 
this, too, is not new. Nikita Khrushchev 
and Walter ' Ulbricht pul forward lhe 
same demand in the summer of 1961 
and wilhdrew it again in the [ace of 
America's implacable altitude, Instead, 
however, they built the Wal. 

There is nolhing to indicate at preseıit 
that Moscow wunls a new Berlin crisis, 
although it is preparing the instrumenls 
with which to create one, 

Right now the East bioc action is no 
more than a hidden threat, but in the 
lang run it is the.vehicle [or a changed 
and stiffer policy vis-a-vis the West, 

It seems relatively uninıportant in (his 
çonfext whether .this two-tier policy .1s 
planed or whether it is due to two dif- 
ferent views anıong fhe East bloc leader- 
ship. Presumably, it is both, What mato 
terş, is that detente, although disputed in 
most East bloc capitals, continues will 
out being taken [or granted and with 1e- 
servations. 

Helsinki and Eurocommunism have 
provided tle peoples and political par- 
ties of Eastern Europe wilh an explosive 
situatlon which, given ceononuically dif= 
ficult limes, could easily detonate — a 
fear particularly, harboured by (hose who 
are. responsible [or internal security. 

This also explains why the SED .lea- 
dorslip is implementing certain “sove- 
reignly measures" regardless of the re- 
sponse which which these might meut. 
If further explains how forces ‘could 
come to the fore in Poland which have 
long disagreed. with party boss Eward 
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VW Rabbit on the US graon 


(Cartoon: Luls Murschotz/Siddoutsche Zeltung) 


many months before a VW is ecuippel 
in exactly the manner cusloners in New 
York or Chicago want. This Ilmedag 
will be eliminated in future, 


Il is lamentable that German invest- 
menls are concentrated on the United 


States and that developing countries are 
benefiting little from the [low of cupitil, 

But uccording to the Confederition of 
Tedural Republic Industry there ure good 
reasons for this slate of affairs. 

Tux relief mul cheap labour in the lo 
veloping nations lose much of their ite 
traclion ûs û resul of inudequkite infriis- 
Iructure anu poor productivity of {hv 
local labour force. Moreover, nany le- 
veloping nations demand thut their 
niliomıls hold i controlline Micrel 1n 
the compMy ~ 4 enmand vhich his û 


deterrent effect, ùs do difliçultics ib trans- 


ferring profits. None of these ob- 
hamper investments in the United Slates, 

And as opposed to many developing 
nations who insist that products be ex« 
porled in order to improve their 
balances of payments, Anıerica imposes 
no such restrictions. 

Those investing in the United Slates 
invest in the world’s frecst country with 
a huge market. Gerhard Afeyernburg 

(KSlner Stadt-A nzelger, 19 March 1977) 


Leopard II or the XM-| — would emer- 
ge victorious following tests. 

These tests were carried out in: the 
United States by that country’s Armed 
Forces, According to the Chamber it 
would “have been a miratle if the Leop« 
ard lad won the test.” 

The New York Times writes that US 
Army experts Sail that the Leopard was 
30 pert cent more accutate İn targel« 
shooting than the XM-1. Moreover, the 
still classified report is said to have es- 
tablished that {he Leopard had a longer 
range and & lower fuel consumption as 
well as beng more reliable than ifs Ame 
rican counterpart. But even so, the “nini 
agreement” concerning the, uniform gun 
and propulsion: is no longer certain. The 
US Army evidently finds it difficult to 
replace the planncd IOS nım gun by the 
German 12Q mm gun beforo 1985, 

: According to the Chamber, this de- 
yelopmient iş ' inconsistent witl the 
stalement' by ihe nêw US Secretary of 
Defence Brown who anpounced that lis 
country would enıbark .û0n.ù closer coo 


:pefallon with Ils European allies, '. 


Ii would be, regrettable, said the 


‘Chamber of Commefce, ff Mir. Brown 
‘had: been motjvated pohly: by the hope. 
. that the European alliés.would:adopt lhe, 
‘American .Airbome ‘Warning .and Coni 


trol System (AWACS) ``. , 4} 
. (Sdddevtsche Zeltung,.23 Margh 1977) 


Furthermore, [reiglt custs of light but 
bulky chemicals to the United Slutes 
would have been disproportionately 
high. This is a consideration which car 
ries less weight for the automobile indus- 
try. But even so, freight costs plilyed u 
considemble role in VW's fvasibility 
study for its Amerlcan plant, 

Still, with 40 per cent of {lhe compo- 
nent parts for the "Rabbit" having lo 
come from the Federal Republic, Volks- 
wagen will be unable to rid itself of 
freight charges entirely. 

But lhis alone is unlikely to induce 
VW to use American components for ils 
“Rabbit.” 

True, VW'S chief executive pointed 
oul til mass produced components 
could he bought more cheaply in the 
United States, but before this can bu 
done American manufacturers must 
meet VW standards. 

In keeping with lhe general (rend, 
VW’s headquarters in Wolfsburg stress 
the importance of an operational base 
close to the customer because it elini 
nates the “pipeline effect." This is the 
tedious time-lag belwcen the exploration 
of new customers’ wishes and their i» 
plementation at the German assembly 
line, Including transportation, it can take 


America chary 
of buying European 
advanced technology 


refusal of the New York Port Autority 
to grant fhe Concorde landing rights at 
Kennedy Alrport must be vicwed as an 
obstacle to the development of highly 
sophisticated European technology. In= 


cidenlally, the ' decision about landing 


rights for the Concorde has been: poste. 
poned once more and will now, probably 
have to be settled in cour, . :. 
America's leading role in sophisticated 
weapons systems is still undisputed, al- 
thougir Europê has some genuine alter- 
natives to offer İn cerlain sectors, | 
Firsl successes scemed within grasp in 


connecllon with the new generation of 


tanks for. Nato, in an ' agreement bo- 


1ween Bonn Deferise’ Minister. Georg . 


Leber and the former US Secretary of 


Deferiee, Donald Rumsfeld dating baok " 


to July 1976, the iwo countries agreed 
to standardise by. America's' adöpting ‘the 
gun of Gerniany's tank. Leppard. : II 
which İn turn would be equjpped with 
the engine of the XM-1 American fank: 


` ‘Optimists even went so far as to lope 
thal one. of the two tanks.— be it the . 


WI MARKETS 


More and more German 


firms take the US plunge 


ifable to supply the American miarket 
from a factory located in that country. 

The question of costs, whilo impor- 
tant, is not the main motivating force 
behind German investments in the 
United States. The main reason is the 
physical presence on the world’s largest 
market and proximity to the customer. 
This makes It possible to react more flex« 
ibly to demand, be it for goods or ser- 
vices, and to guarantee shipments (an 
aspect of paramount importance in the 
chemical industry) while at the same 
time capturing a larger share of the 
market without bogging down in the 
jungle of tarlff regulations. 

While more (han 11 per cent of West 
Germany's direct investments in the 
post-war cra went to the United States, 
in certain individual branches of indus- 
try this proportion is even higher. Tho 
chemical giant Bayer, for instunce, con- 
centrated 40 per cent of its forvign 
investments in the United States, Buyer's 
sales in America amount to approxima- 
tely 800 million dollars per annum of 
which 85 per cent is accounted for by 
the concern’s Americtn oulpul. 

The American market is nol only im- 
portant for our chemical indusiry bu- 
cause it is demanding and because only 
topnotch products stand û chunve, but 
also because the Americans are extreme- 
ly domestically orientated where clic 
micals are concerned, of which they huy’ 
only five per cent abroad. 

. În other. words, une musl- be un tlw 
spot if one is to make a sale, This conside- 
ration was also the motivating power 
behind Degussa's decision to erecl û file- 
tory in Alabama. The cyanurchloride 
which Degussa will manufacture in ifs 
US plant will be sold prinıarily io Shell, 
which intends to process it as a weedkil- 
ler in its Alabama factory. There is every 
likelihood that Shell would have found 
shipments of that chemical from Gere 
many too unreliable, 


he German-Anıerican Chamber of 

Commerce in New York recently 
drew attention to the fact that it is more 
than ten years since a European airliner 
was sold to the United States. 

Is trade between the United States 
and Europe strictly one-way where high 
ly sophisticated technical products are 
concerned? This certainly seems to 
apply with regard to airliners and com» 
plex weapons systems. : 

Europe's aviation industry has in {he 
past few years managed to develop in- 
ternationally marketable products in cer- 
tain sectors. 

The German-American Chamber of 
Commerce includes among these pro- 
ducts the A 300 Airbus, VFW-Fokkers 
range of aircraft (the F 27, F 28 and 
VFW 614) and the Tornado. MRCA Eur 
ropean fighter plune. And, finally, the 
Anglo-French Concorde is cerlainly an 
enormous achievement, و‎ 

But persistent efforts to gain a fool- 
hold in the United States. wifh {he A 
300 Airbus have so far foiled o lJead to 
a êale. At the beginning of the year, 
Westen Airlines" seriously cohsidered 
buying the Aîrbùs, only’ to settié: for an 
American aircraft in thélend. ` 


fo get a hoped for order from the US 
. Coast Guard, E 


. According to the. Chamber; even the . 


A ia has been rediscovered — 500 
years after Columbus crossed the 
Atlantic. The massive buying power of 
the States has made that country an in- 
teresting proposition for West German 
investors. 

Volkswagen is erecting an assembly 
plant for its “Rabbit” in Pennsylvania, 
Daimler-Benz is considering the acquisi- 
tlon of certain plants of White Motors, 
which js in financiul straits at present, 
and Linde has recently bought a stake in 
the forklift truck business of tho Otis 
Elevator Company in New Yoek. 

But tho big capital trek to America İs 
spearheaded by the chemical industry. 
This country’s major chemical concerns 
have for some time been manufucturing 
in the country of unlimited opportuni= 
ties. And smoller, though equally fine, 
chemical companies are following suit, 
The most recent of them is Degussa, 
which intends to invest some 150 nıil- 
lion dollars in Alabama by 1978. 

According lo the Bonn Minisiry of 
Economic Affairs, this country's invest» 
ments in America stood at DM5,400 
million at the cnd of 1976. But this 
figure only includes capital transfers ac- 
ross our borders and not transfers made 
from Luxembourg aud other financial 
centres. Appreciation and re-invested 
profits are also not included in this 
figure. If one were to include all this, 
the actual value of West German 
investments in the United Slates would 
amount to DM7,000 million. i os 

Transfer figures are nevertheless in= 
dicative of the growing interest of this 
country’s business in the acquisition and 
establishınent of companies in the 
United States. 

While, in the early seventies, West 
German investments in America rose by 
about DM300 milllon annually, this 
figure reached the DMI,200 million 
imark by 1976. 

This is clearly an investment record. 
Meanwhile Germans are currently inves- 
ting more in America than vice versa 
(Anerican investments In the Federal 
Republic ‘amounted to’ DM800 million 
in 1976). 2 

But the sum total of US investments 
in this country, again using capital trans- 
fers as a yardstick, stll by far sur- 
passes German investments in the 
United States, amounting to DM18,000 
million. 

Granted, it is no accident that the ii- 
erease of German İinvestments in Ameri« 
ta coincides with a radical change in 
foreign, exchange parities. The days: are 
over When Americans ‘could buy German 
factories out of their petty cash box, so 
to speak, and Iransactions iı the oppos- 
ite direction’ were prohibitively expen- 
sive. A dollar no longer costs four deutsch- 
marks but a mere DM2.50. 

The revaluation of the dcuischmûrk 
hus mado investments in the United 
States cheaper and — cven moro Impor- 
gant perhaps — it has more or less 
equalised production costs, 


i While actual hourly wages are still ; 


higher in the United States, additional 
tosts caused by. sociaf. security contribu 


ı1 Hons and tije liké are considerably lower. 
Moreover, energy’ and raw. materlals are : 1 
.ı. The ‘VFW 614 German jet also failed 


Available at -a `reasonable: cost, And 
freight chargés are diminishing the nore 
roduction ‘rests on Amefican çornpo* 
jent parts, Ali this makes it quite prol- 
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Major buyers 
on world markets 
„- . 1976 Import entlrhûtts In 


thousand million dollars 


` Trade surplus 
modest, says 
Bundesbank 


Soner Otadt Hicr 


he Bundesbank has countered ü 
cism concerning the Federal Rep’ 
lic's trade surpluses. In its latest mont 
1y report, the Bundesbank direw atlenti: 
to the fact that, more than other COL 
tries, West Germany ntust have (a 
surpluses in order to offset İls deficitsi’ 
the service industry and tle exfremé 
high transfers abroad. : 
According to Bundesbank figures, hi 
country achieved a {rade supa ¢ 
DM41,200 million in 1916. B8. 
DM33,700 million had to be used 
offset trade a in the service inde 
try and in transfers. 
e services particularly affected 
clude the travel and holiday busi 
commissions, trade fairs and adver 
costs. Transfers involve primarily ¥ 
workers’ money transfers .tO thei lt 
countries, payments of pensions ¢ 
other social benefits to foreigners 
tributions to international organi" 
aud rnon-repay able development sl. 
According to the Bundesbank RF 
the defidit in the transfer balan ۳ 
aniounted to DM17,700 million n 
Of this amount, DM4,400 milion ® 
transfers of pensions.and. social 
to foreigners. Foreign ' Workers 7 
red to their home counitriés D 
million and DM3,700 rmlllon, 
id to EEC funds. . 
rhe Bundesbank, criticised. e 
that the Iiternational ` Monelay’ 
does not include government . j 
abroad (DM9,400 ‘million irf. ا‎ 
trade balances and that this f 
surplus is therefore seemingly ¥ 
According to the Bundesbank: 
tual. surplus in 1976 amo 
DM7,500 million.-This is a merê 


8 
cent of GNP, which meang thal i: 


dera! Republic is rather close o 
trade balance. The 'Bundesban' 
to say that, taking into accour . 
cits in .the .service industry $ 
de and foreign transfers, tS 
remains, .the largest, net İm 


the economies of: Its trading 
¬ "` (KdlnbF Stadt-Ahxelsef, 


and the sub-section clothing by 16 per 
cent. 

All in all, the increase in our 1976 
imports was about three times as high as 
the growth of our GNP and this can 
only be termed remarkable. Foreign 
suppliers benefited last year from the 
fact that the deutschmark was rising on 
foreign exchange markets. Moreover, the 
sustained, though slow, recovery of our 
economy engendered heavier demand 
for foreign products. 

In analysing last year's imports accor- 
ding to countries of origin we will see 
that our European trading partners did 
rather well. Imports from the EEC in- 
creased by 17.2 per cent, The French 
share remained more or less average 
while imports from Britain rose by a 
startling 23 per cent. Italy was clearly 
below average, having achieved only 9.7 
per cent. 

Considerably nore spectacular results 
were achieved by some other European 
countries, Imports from Switzerland, for 
instance, rose by 24 per cent and those 
from Austria by 29. But the developing 
countries, too, got their share, They 
supptied goods to the tine of more than 
DM45,000 million — an increase of 17 
per cent over the previous year, 

But import increases from the conm= 
munist states topped all other countries. 
They rose by 26.8 per cent to DM10,980 
million, achieving a five-per-cent share 
of overall imports (compared with 4.7 
per cent in the previous year), All com- 
munist countries except North Korea 
benefited fron this increase of DM2,300 
niillion. 

Particularly conspicuous was the rise 
int imports from the Soviet Union which 
amounted to DM1,120 million. Imports 
from Poland rose by DM483 million, 
Hungary DM227 nıillion, Rumania 
DM203 million, People's Repyplic , of 
China DMI28 million and Czevhoslova- 

kia DMI1! million. 

Those who still demand that we do 
more for the world economy must be 
told that, if the cooperativeness of a 
country is to be measured by its wil 
lingness and ability to import, the Fede- 
ral Republic of Germany has certainly 
pulled its weight. Otto Schwarzer 


(Sllddoutsche Zeitung, 19 March 1977) 


concerned we hiust desist fron thinking 
in terms of dumping ali the time.” 

If protectionist sins have been 
committed we must see to it that we do 
not lose our sense Of guilt because only 
this can induce us to make anıends. 

With regard to energy policy. Herr 
Rolwedder drew attention to the frustra- 
tion that prevails at the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs. The court ruling qs a 
result of which construction of the nuc- 
lear power station in Wyhl had to be 
discontinued has taken the wind “out of 
the Ministry of Economic Affairs’ sails. 

Herr Rohwedder stressed that there 
was no getting around the fact that the 
industrial nations ‘will be faced with 
bottlenecks in their oil supplies in the 
eighties, Nuclear energy was intended to 
account for nine per cent of the ‘overall 
energy supply in the OECD: nations by 
1985. Should we fail to achieve this tar- 
get — and this is -quite rconveivable 
under present . circumstances —. our oll 
demands would increaée by 1,000 mit 
llon tons. : .' E 

But the shortage will be’ noticed with 
the first. barrel we'fail to receive — and 
not only in 1985. : * .- . 3 

` And .sincê prices will' ‘skyrocket! as 


soon as this contingency ariges, the de- . 


veloping countries will bear the brunt of 
this situation, E ES Ê 


(Handelsblatt, 21 Match 1977) 


Wl TRADE 


Bonn’s imports increase by 
. more than their fair share 


States boosted its imports by 14 per cent 
and the Federal Republic by a whacking 
26 per cent. 


In other words, foreign goods and ser- 
vices flowed into this country at a con- 
siderable pace. 


Taking a closer look at last year's iu- 
ports, we will see that the 20.3-per-cent 
increase over the previous year (bringing 
total imports ta 'DM222,000 million) is 
not due to increased purchases of raw 
materials nor is it attributable to higher 
prices, which accounted for a nıere three 
per cent, 


Oil imports play a relalively modest 
role in the overall picture. Mining pro- 
ducts which, for statistical purposes, in- 
clude oil purchased abroad show an in=- 
crease of 19 per cent, 


Well above average, on the other 
hand, was the increase in the import of 
capital goods which amounted to 23 per 
cent, representing 22 per cent of total 
imports, The lion's share in this sector 
went to mechanical engineering, imports 
of which increased by 17.2 per cent, 
electronics, wirich increased by as much 
as 2l.l per cent, and motor vehicles, 
with 29 per cent. 


Thus our foreign compclitors got their 
fair share of this country's automobile 
bonanza in 1976. And since most of 
these suppliers are domiciled in France, 
Italy and Britain, two of the particularly 
week nations received.,a beneficial shot 
in the arn. 

But even in the consumer goods sec= 
tor, which accounted for 15 per cent of 
our imports, our foreign competitors had 
no reason to complain about a lack of 
opportunity in this country's market. 
The İncrease in this sector amounted to 
just under 18 per cent, with plastics 
reaching 22.4 per cent. Textile Imports, 
too, increased bj close to 17 per cent, 


Caution advised 
at Western 
. economic summit 


Bonn hopes that the London summit 
will confirm the QECD oğreemetns in 
which the. parties concerned. undertook 
not to ‘initroduice protectionist ûdminis» 
trative measures, 


Particular circumspection, Herr Rolı- 
wedder said, is called for where relations 
between Bonn, Tokyo and Washington 
are concerned. Bonn feels that some pa- 
rtners have latterly been gunning for 
cach other, The stcel indust?y in particu 
lar, ‘Detlev Rohwedder pointed dut, has 
embarked on a course conttaty to the 
idens of the ‘Ministry of Econonıie Af- 
fairs under the cloak of the Montanver- 
{rag (tho European Coal and Steel 
Community). : 1 


Rohwedder ¢xpressed concem about 
the fact that Belglum'’s EEC Commis: 
sloner Etienne, Davignon, yielding to 
pressure by his country's steel industry, 
has embarked on. a ¢ûnspicuöusly pro- 
tectionist course, Says Herr Roliwedder: 
“Where our relations: wlth Japa are 


he Federal Republic of Geitnmany 

did its share İn boosting the world’s 
economy jast year. This must be pointed 
out to those who demand that we enı- 
bark on a more expansionist course, . 

Countries with less buoyant economies 
have been demanding that the eco- 
nomically strong states step on the gas 
and tolerate somewhat higher inflation 
rates in order to help the weaker ones 
overcome their difficulties. ۳ 
. Such appeals arc out of place in Bonn 
because West Germany has done mıore 
to stimulate tite economies of its trading 
partners than other countries in a simi=- 
lar position. 

The United Slates, Japan and the 
Tederal Republic are generally termed 
the locontotives of world economy, But 
what Is the actual state of these growth 
locomotives? 

In the period from 1974 to 1976 there 
was no increase whatsoever it Japan's 
imports. At the same time the United 


Orders down 


0" industry's incoming orders dimi- 
nished conspictously at the begin- 
ning of thiş year. 
According to he Bonn Ministry of 
Economie Affairs, orders for the proccs- 
sing industry dropped by six per cent 
from December 1976 to January 1977, 
And orders from abroad dropped by ten 
per cent duting the same-periûd. 1 
` The decrease was particularly notice- 
able in the capital goods sector, where İt 
amounted to 14.5 per cent. 
Tho Ministry pointed out, however, 
that the new preliminary figures released 
by the Federal Statistics Office in Wies- 
baden are possibly misleading due to the 
switch from Industrial statistics only to 
“statistics: covering all manufacturing 
trades," dpa 
(Hannoverschs Allgemeine, 22 March 1977) 


he Bonn Government would tike to 

see the future course of the world 
economy charted with thé greatest of 
circumspection. 

State Secretary Detlev Rohwedder of 
the Bonn Ministry of Economic Affairs 
pointed out at û conference of the Ame- 
tican Ciramber of Commerce in Gernıa- 
Ay held in Berlin that the Federal Go- 
vernment warns lls partners of exagger- 
ated expectations in connection with the 
econaınic ' summit scheduled to ‘take 
place in London on 8 and 9May, ` 

The growth potential, said Herr Rolı- 
wedder, is limited lest the inflation spi 
ral be set in motion again: He went.on 
to say that the problems of the econo» 
mically weaker countries cannot be solv- 
edl by a forced expansion in the major 
industrial nations, 

According to: Herr Rohwedder, 
continued economic recovery on a global 
scale is fraught with danger. This is a 
point on which Bonn and Washinglon 
agree. : 

Among these dangers is the possibil« 
ify of a resurgence on û nallonal and in- 
ternational scale of ihe struggle for an 
equitable distribution of incomes, an ac- 
celerated rise in the inflation rate on top 
of a relatively high basic rate of infla- 
tion, distortion in the balances of pay’ 
ments structure and a tendency towards 
protectionist measures. 


0 RE 
PETER STELLING 
EXPORT ~ IMPORT - GROSSHANDEL 
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Phone: (040)-38 26 1/38 72 25 
cable address: STELEXPORT HAMBURG ' Telex: 02-161 300 stel d 
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Specialities or Hotels, Bars, Restaurants 


For Glasses R4. 

OPTICLAR the world's leading dhs wah tablets, 
sanitizing 

OPTICLAR COLD WATER GLASS WASHER washes and 
rinses every type of glass 


. PROLYT cleans and disinfect glass-brushes and removes 
beer slime 
For all kinds of metal sink tops 
ATOMIKA.¬ 0D UNE dialnfeclant n metal cleaner and 
۰ anti-corrosive for really sparkling results 
For the hyglenic wash-room 8 ١ 
DEOMAT llght-activated, battery-powered electronic 
‘Deodorizing Unit which dispenses a’ lightly 
perfumed hygienic atmosphere through a 
scientifically regulated disinfectant spray. 
INTERNATIONAL PATENTS 
BLIBEST self-acting urine-stone~ chalk-removar 


Exciting new gift and souvenir 


DRINK-ALADIN ` 3 ` BER: ALADÎN e. 
INTERNATIONAL PATENTS . 4 


. Glasses.which light up while drinking. Create an amusing 
: atmosphere bars, at partles, and so on; 


Opi iClef noouenon o 


.., D-5108 Monscheu/Elfel  Eschbachstrasse 36-88 
, West Germany . Telephone 0 24 72- 13 33 


ical Handbook 
Africa 


Climatolog 
of 


For lravel and business ‘ Dr. Erich Höller 


Dielrich Stranz 


and Dr. 


Published by the Afrlca Association, Hamburg 


Business and private Journeys to Africa, with its varying climatological 
conditions, require special preparation If {he traveller Is to avold 


The CLIMATOLOGICAL 
HANDBOOK OF AFRICA 


gives the latest climatological data 
for all months of the year over 
more than 65 cities in Africa. 


The book gives full details about 
temporaturo, precipitation, rain 
days, air humidity, opprossivonoss, 
radiation lemperaluros, as woll as 
specinl weather phonomena such 
as fog, slornıs, whirlwind3 cte. for 
the 65 cities. 


unpleasant surprises, 


4 29 
jo 


This CLIMATOLOGICAL HANDBOCK is a valuablo companion lor all 


visilors to Africa. 


96 pajos, 65 charts, approx. 15,000 diagrams, published In Gorman, 


S^ 5, incl. postage 
Ss or dıract from lh? publishers 


-VERLAG GMBH 


English and French. 
Prica: U 
Available from bockshop’ 


UEBERSEE 


2 Hamburg 76‘ Schaena Aussichl 23۰ Wost Grrmaay 


importers and agents. 
reeelving your inqulry. 


We are looking for 
We look forward to 


Glorlously colourful enamel oven-ware 
Made. In West Germany 
30 different patterns 
Four different base colours — cream, red, 


to suit every taste. 
g to all parts of the we. 


CHS: 
Zer email. 


Merten & Storck '. 


blue, avocado — 
Experlenced in exportin 


kO 
` “pn 


e 
u 


P. 0. Box 1220 4406 Drensteinfurt IW. Germany 


788 mesto d 


Telex: 8 92 
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Hapag-Lloyd to 
a 
sail nuclear 

e 

freighter ۰ 
tfto Hilhn, \he 16,870-GRT rat’ 
powered bulk cargo freighlet i: 
fly ihe Hapag-Lloyd ensign fm ! 
April. Hapag-Lloyd of Bremen r: 
Hamburg, the country’s largest shipr:! 
line, are keen to gain experieme Û 
handling the nuclear merchanlman, 1 
spokesman for the company stalel 

Hamburg on 15 March. 

The Otto Hihn was launched nit 
yeurs ago and although Hapag-Llr 
have no current plans to commissie 
« nuclear freigler of thei own they Io’ 
that under their nıanagenment, with tf 
benefit of Hupug-Lloyd's extensive i 
lermilional tics, the frit aN al 
access O ù larger number of pons. 

The previous owners are GRSS, : 
Stute-run nuclear shipping agmey i 
Geesthacht, near Jlumburg. The O 
Hahn is shortly lo set suil for hei 
East, having hitherlo mainly e 
West Africa, Weslern Europe and $ 
America. 

According lo GKSS plans lo co 
sion a more powerful nuclear conti: 
freighter lave reached ihe sagt 
Which construction could begin ir’ 
diately. 

A. nuclear container freighler 
also run ut u profit if only permisiot, 
dock at more porls ik forth 
the Hapag-Lloyd spokesman. 
far the Oto Hahn has ‘berthed al 
thirty ports, ‘with ‘permission 
granted: to dock at several atllers. 

Hapag-Lloyd, however, 
cûnsider commissioning, 4 1 
[reighter in conjunction, with tef 
Research Ministry. The cor! 
been negotiating with GKSS. fof 0 
three years Or sO. 

Nuclear freighter Ofto. Halt 0 
rently the only vessel of ils kind 
world. lt is powered by ê 
water reactor linked fo 11,000 
bines and reaching speeds. of ا‎ 
knots. By last autunm the fele: 
covered .460,000 nautical, piles 


ا : 


mere 45kg, of uranium uel i f | 


(Brem gr Nachrichten, 12. 


Tho nuclear ihi Otto Hahn 


This constitutes sufficient paperwork 
1o fill severıl containers and would take 
1wo or tlıree ycars to sift through. 

As yet, however, it looks as though 
Hapag-Lloyd will emerge unscathed. The 
Bonn Transport Ministry has hitherto 
placed an enıbargo on the provision to 
forcigners of shipping policy docuınents 
and secms likely to refuse permission 
yet again. 

British, French, Swedish, Dutch and 
Belgian shipowners, who are all similarly 
indicted, have Hikewise lodged protests 
and refused to supply information ort 
the ground that they are legilly prevent= 
ud front so doing. 

America's trust-buslers dire none too 
popular in their own country, and if 
they stick to their guns shipowners hope 
iH President Cafler will intervene, 

Mr Curler is. a former naval officer 
and committed to furthering the inler=- 
cits of US merrhant shipping. He is 
hardly likely to allow the Justice 
Department to bring not only forvign 
but also US shipowners lo the brink of 
bankruptcy merely because the trust 
busters are committed to the principle 
of competition at all costs. 
: Frank Olte 
(Dle Zelt, 18 Murch 1977) 


. Call for higher shipbuilding. subsidies 


As for subsidics grunled {o shipow- 
ners, Hormann NO reckons that even 
taking the increase from 12.5 to 17.5 per 
cent into account’ this country’s aid lo 
shipowners is still Six per cent lower 
than that granted by the, Dutch: ‘govermn-’ 
ment. 

Norway, for instance, hubsldlşes ship- 
yard’ orders placed at home by domes» 
lic owners to the tune of eighty per cent 
of the purchase prive over a period of 
twelvê ' years, and -when : Norwegian 
yvards clinch export orders the govern- 
ment tunderwrites an additional fifteen 
to twenly per cent of the credit facility. 

° În Sweden the government appears to 
be contemplating 100-per-cent subsidies, 
including a thirty-per-cent stake that İs 
non-refundable in cèrtain circumstances. 

Britain aud France underwrite ship- 

Continued on pûg 11. 


Expander 


WI SHIPPING 


US trust-busters aim at North 
Atlantic shipping conferences 


of shipping, of behaving in a manner 


befitting “monopolisis out {0 muximise. 


profits.” 

These accusations constitute one of 
the woightlest attacks ever on the ship- 
ping conference system, which has been 
iıı existence for more than a century, 

The anti-trust agency has selected a 
ten-year period and noted that in this 
period freight rutes have been increased 
by amounts varying between 34 and 149 
per cent, 

Exporters who rely on regular slip- 
ping services lave no option but to 
knuckle under to price inereasvs, ExPOr- 
lers urgently need more wide-ranging 
competition, {He agency argues, alvocat-= 
ing abolition of the US Shipping Act of 
1916, which ensures conference slippers 
immunily from unlti-{rust legislation, 

Tooth-and-nail vompetition for freight 
would ensue, which is of course what 
the US Justice Department envisigts, 
but ihe Federal Republic Shipowners 
Associalion is aftuid {hat owners would 
gO lo the wall before long, leaving ex- 
porters worse off than previously. 

The trust-busters certainly mean bulsi- 
ness, ûs they demonstraled kust yvur. In 
September they cmbarked on their bid 
1o bust trusts on the higlt seus by start 
ing proceedings aginst seven US and 
European shipping companivs, including 
this counlry’s Uapiog-Lloyd. 

Hapag-Lloyd were required to submit 
lo Washington documents of all kinds 
relating to rates, lerms And olher agrees 
menls wilh shipowners, forwarding 
ugenis, exporters and recipients intolved 
on North Allanlic routes, 

The trust-busters requeslcd not only 
financiul stalements but also letters, te 
1egrams, telcprinter messages, protocols, 
copies of spceches, photos, maps and 
charts, tape recordings and dven ap- 
pointment book and diary notes. 


overnment subsidies lowards ship 
building in other European coun- 
tries are percepllbly higher (han in the 
Federal Republic, Hermann Nö, presi- 
dent of Bremerhaven chamber of com 
mered and industry, claims. 

lerr Në has compared the support 
measires undertaken by a number of 
European countries to ald ailing ship- 
yards. These measures, he notes, are 
undertaken individually ‘and without 
regard either’ for standard procedures 
within the Common Market or for 
OECD regululions. 

In terms of the number of shipyard 
workers. Bonn’ would need to subsidise 
shipbuilding lo the tune of 700 million 
deutsehmarks rılher than the current 
figure of 180 million if this country's 
uid lo slıipbuikling were to bear campa- 
rison with Iolland’s. 


Ask for more information: 


J.G. Karl Schmidt & Co. ۰ 
P. O. Box 100208 
5650 Solingen-Merscheid 
West Germany . . ; 


A e at the US Justice De- 
partment have set their sights on 
the North Atlantic shipping conferences. 
“Nothing will come of the move," a 
spokesman for Hapag-Lloyd, Hamburg 
conmposedly comments, while VDR, the 
Federal Republic Shipowners Associa- 
tion, rates the exercise “an attempt by 
young college graduates out lo mike 
name for themselves by conducting 
probes that are poles aparl from pravcti- 
cul considerations.” 

Thê “young college grlluntes" have 
indeed fielded heavy artillery. In a report 
concluded in February Ilhey accuse 
North Americun and Europvan members 
of the conferences of “reducing the vO 
lume of world lrıde" by joily fixing 
freight rates and clistribution, 

They also sland accused of delaying 
fhe use of çost-eulling innovations in 
shipping andl, by virtuc of lintiting ex- 
porlers" access lo less expensive nodes 


Bonn earmarks an 
extra DM 50 mill. 
(e expectations need nol be 

placed in {he supplementury aid 
programme lo boost domesli' shipbuild- 
ing, according to the Federal Repullie 


, Shipowners Associulion, Hamburg. 


The assaviation hus’ called for more 


° effective provisions in respect of sub 


sidîcs towards nevly-commissloned ton- 
nage. More cash must be nul ivailubie 
and the terms need improving. 

The Federal government has carnxirk» 
ed an additional fifty million Jeutsch- 
marks in slripbuilding subsidies, increas- 
ing percenlaye ald lo owners fron 
twelve and ù half to seventeen and a 
half. 

This supplementary measure is not in- 
tended to boost the merchant navy, 
however, the associution claims. lt re 
presents no more {han ùn increase Uv- 
signed to offset spiralling costs. 

A more suilable move, shipowners 
feel, would be the investment allowance 
proposed by sliipyards towards (he cost 


“ of building new vessels and refitting Cx- 


isting tonnage. Yards have also called for 


; Branls towarcls reorganisation, 


Owners nonetheless view as a step in 
the right direction the requirement that 


, subsidised tonnage be registered in this 


counlry for at leust ceighl years (as 


` against ten). 


Government ald to shipbuilding is 
tulsa possible via development. aid alloca+ 
1ions, assuming that Thirl World coun«= 
tris commission ships from yards in 
this country. 

The Bundeswehr his also announced 
plans to invest 2,300 million deulsth- 
marks in :lhe construction of new (ric 


„Eales. This Luo should hulp shipyards 0 


ride out. the dofdrums. 


(Frankfurter Allgumuinu ZollanE 
Tir Doutschland, 19 March 1977) 


Kurt Tucholsky 
(Photo: Tucholsky-Archlv) 


ilor to his own causv, The strength he 
needed in order to write, however, wus 
dwindling rapidly. 

Thus the letters to Nuund musl luke 
ihe place of those works by Tuwholsky 
that remained unwritten, With lhesc lel- 
ters he suceteded in atklressing posieri= 
ly. 

Under Lhe circumstances it is hard lo 
understand why the publishers dovilud 
not to present all the lellers to Ihe pub- 
lie but only patchwork û la Reader's 
Digest. Onc-4lhird of e correspondence 
was simply swept unuler the curpel anal 
Ihe rest is preseMed in bits ind piu 
— fur SIMPLNB, SO 10 SPcuk. 

Hurdly û single letter has Tevn pul 
lished in toto, 

Although the publishers assure us Hut 
ûmitling murts of the WM iS nol tins’ 
moult to Luifying. HI ix Huverthelus. 
lard bo hase (ith iD a Murk thal Lunil- 
iarises us only with fragments. 

The instrodluction promises “Eros and 
gentle passion; but since there is hardly 
a tte of it in the text it would stent 
reasonable to assume that the editorial 
pencil was ruthlessly applied. In ary 
even, {he pencil must have bren used 
far İn excess of mer “modest abridg- 
ments.” 

And why are the publishers not even 
conlemplating printing Nuuna's letters 
in reply? 

And the Q-diarles have been promised 
to us for some later date — in bits and 
pieces again, 

Tucholsky deserves better. No-one 
wants to tell his heirs what to do or not 
to do, and the public has no right to lay 
claim to publication. But the fragmenta- 
riness of this edilion does justice neither 
to the uuthor nor to the public. In fact, 
the public would have had morê under- 
standing If the publiation of the‘ letters 
had been temporaiily withheld. 

Under no circumstances ‘can the pub- 
lishers ‘jusilfy their action by claiming 
that they are ‘protecting a man's’ privaté 
sphere. Letters ihust inevitably’ give away 
intimate details. Anil those who’ Pubtish 
{hen are well aware of this and 'tliere- 
fore they, must.eîther’ publish ‘them’ as a 
whale 'or nat at all. Tucholsky was not 
such a ‘gentle writer that he could not 
be' shown nakéêd ‘(and he himself. was 
fully aware of this). ‘But tht’ publislhetes 
kro “presehting . a "Tucholsky Wlthout 
lower extremities: 

' This does nol’ prevent me fron ا‎ 
Ine -thb volume n large ieadership'. 

svelhg Itis the best we hive, 

‘This vohıme once more ‘bears ûut Ar 
riald Zwcig's wardş boit Kurt Tucholsi 
ky: “The depth of 'despermiioh says nol“ 
hirig about the thing that engendered it, 
i oniyiclfs o lke degrêe of senşitivily." 

Uwe Scliwelkerl ` 
'‘'' !(Frankfufter Rundsehau, 19 March 1977) 
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“Tucholsky’s letters from exile ~did 
they deserve such ruthless editing? 


cipled policy vis-a-vis Nazi Germany. 
This, he wrote two weeks before his death, 
was the deepest disappointment of 
his life — a disappointment he wus 
unable to get over, 

Wherever he looked he saw the 
triumph of business interests and bu- 
reaucracy. The “internationale of nalion- 
alism" was at work everywhere, He astu- 
tely diagnosed the strength of the Nazis 
as lhe weakness of their opponents, and 
he was certain that the next world war 
was in the offing. Spiritually, he orlen- 
tated himself more and more towards 
France, since everything German was 
besmirched wilh blood for him. The 
anti-natfional, anti-dlemocrmtic aml anti- 
parliamentarian Ordre Nouveau iInovu- 
ment was for him the closest thing to i 
radical self-crilivism and the kind of 
positive ideology which, in his eyes, 
Marxisın no longer represenicud. 

A dialectic of cenliglMtenment took 
place within Tucholsky — an enlight- 
enmem no longer capable of trunscend- 
ing itself. 

It was by no nıeans coincidental thal 
the sceptical morulist, lo whom Scho- 
penhauer had always been more impor- 
tant than Marx, devoled himself lowitrels 
the end of his days morê ùnd more {0 
the works of he French mystic Charles 
Pêguy and the Svandinavian evislentialist 
Soren KictkKugiirl. 

But even sa, Tuvholbky retaincl Ihe 
senelh 1 conmni himll whemivr 
lhe effort secnud wurthwhile. Hu peli 
tioned the Swiss Pundesrit (S¢nate) on 
behalf of Berthold Juvob who hid hven 
kiclnapped by the Nazis, and altenıpted 
to intervene with various institutions on 
hehalf of Carl von Ossietzky who was 
languishing in a German concenlrution 
vamp. 

Why did lıe commit suicide? The let 
ters fo Nuuna make it to some exlent 
underslandable that he wanted to take 
his own life, but they fail to explain the 
act itself, 

The suffering infiiried on Kurt Tu-= 
cholsky by conditions in Germany 
began in the mid-twenties wien it bec 
came obvious (hat the revolution had 
failed and that the Wilhelminian Welt- 
anschartng was seemingly there to stay. 
He withdrew in stages — first (ronl 
Germany, then from literature and final- 
ly from life itself. 1 

Tucholsky was a sick ‘man, a disap- 
pointed apostle of enlightenment, a 
bourgeois who had run uway from his 
class and who, in the end, became spiri- 
tually homeless, But he was never a (ra- 


ES Continued from page 8 


yard’ s operational’ losses in order to 
keep orders coming in. Measures such as 
these constitute an accurate assesssment 
of the. situation, qemonstrmiing as Herr 
Në sces it governmenlal determinution 
.lo help shipbuilding. weather ihe caln. 
The European .Gommunlly, ho adds, 
haş unfortunately failed. to eliminate lhe 
distortion in competitive position from 


which şhipyards İn Ihiš country, haye 


‘suffered for yoars, . 

According to {he latest’ ` figures ٌ“pub- 
lished by tho. iution of Fedoral Re- 
‘public Shipbuilders, Haniburg, this 
country's share Qf world; shipbuilding 
has slumped. from seven per cent lo @& 
mere. two and 8 half per cent. ;, dpa , 


(Nordwest Zoltunig, 23 Morch 1977) 


But above all and more lhan anything 
else, Tucholsky's letters are testimonies 
of spontaneity — written glimpses of his 
everyday life. 

Unconcerncd about style and formulu- 
tion, he simply permitted lis thoughts 
and feelings to gush forth. It is this very 
unstylised directness with which he ex- 
pressed hinıself that lends his words 
authenticity. 

But even these love letters are mostly 
bleak and painful. The sporadic bits of 
humour are clearly a humour of desperd- 


tion. 

Tucholsky’s day-to-day life that utı- 
folds before the reader opens a vista of 
suffering. There is virlually no Ictter in 
which he does not speak of illness and 
pain, of sleeplessness and anxiety remin- 
iscent of Frunz Kafka and Ifeinricl 
Heine, 

Only now, with the publication of 
these letters, has it become obvious that 
Tucholsky was truly a sick man, lle suf- 
fered for many yvars from a nose dil- 


Kurt Tucholsky: Griefe aus dom 


Schweligen 1932—35. Briefe an Nuuna, 
(Letters from Silonce 1932-35. Let- 
ters to Nuuna.) Edited by Mary Ge- 


rold-Tuchoisky and Gustav Huonker, 
Published by Rowohlt-Vorlag, Roin- 
bek, 1977; 312 pp.: cloth; 26.00 
doeutschmarks. 


ment that deprived him of Ihe svnse of 
smell and taste. lis continuous heud- 
ache; robbed him ûf sleep uuliss he 
drugged himself. He had to be operated 
on seven times in {he post-1932 era, All 
his overtaxed hint emotionally and he 
felt “tired, listless — in short, a nonenti- 
ty." Tucholsky’s suffering was botlt of an 
organic and ù psychological nature, As 
Thomas Mann's son Klaus once suid of 
himself, Tucholsky, too, was a “sick, neu- 
rotic mouse — a melancholy hypo: 
chondriac.” His satire, like that of al! 
great satirists in world literature, was an- 
chored in sadness about the futility of 
his endeavours. 

In purely formal terms, lhe letters to 
Nuuna are frequently a mixture of diary 
and essay, equally revealing {he lonely 
man's obsessions and the attacking sal- 
irist's claws. The letters’ tone is ironic- 
parodistic, a play with masks and psel- 
donyms as well as e juggling with words. 
But there is a simple explanation for all 
this: Lelters from Sweden went via the 
Third Reich and Tucholsky wanted to 
cover his tracks. 


The letters to Nuuna, published under ' 


the title Briefe aus dem Sthweigen (Lel- 
ters from Silence) are the most impor- 
tant documents of *Tucholsky's life and 
thoughis during ‘the last three ‘years 
prior to lıis suicide. In their uniqueness 
these letters are conıparable to those of 
Joscph Roth, those of Kafka to Milena 
and the recently-published Karl . Kraus 
letters {o Sidonie Nandherny, .. 
Tucholsky's tatters reveal hiş futile ef 
forts to become. a naturalised, Swedish 
citizen, his financial worries (he received 
financlal support from Hedwig .Miûller), 
his atlempts to learn French and. Swe» 
dish and the constantly poslpored, mar- 
riage to Nuuna’ because financial 


. dependence would have humiliated him.’ 


i H is surprising to seê thé intensily 


. with which he observed and cominented 


or’ political events ùf the lime, Hê Yas 
deeply disappointed by the West's and 
the Soviet Union's weak- and unprin= 


urt Tucholsky's withdrawal from li- 

terature into silence that began in 
the late twenties and was completed by 
1932 has provided his readers and op- 
ponents with ample food for thought. 

This withdrawal was interpreted as the 
resigned retreat from political comniit- 
ment and desertion in the face of the 
fascist tide that threatened to engulf the 
country on the part of Germany’s inost 
eloquent critic of conditions in the 
Weimar Republic, Tucholsky's contem-= 
poraries saw only that he had thrown in 
lhe towel, {hey heard him say “without 
me” — an admission of failure the reasons 
for which eluded them. 

1962 saw the publication of the “Se- 
lected Letters" and thus the first autheri- 
tic lestimony to his life at that time. 
The letters published in that volume 
date from the time after 1932. They 
shed some Hight on his last years. This is 
particularly truc of the letters to Walter 
Hascnclever, 

But the just published lciters address- 
ed to the woman who was closest to 
him Uuring his years of silence contrib- 
ute inconıpurubly more towards tifling 
the veil from those years. 

Who was “Nuuna” as Tucholsky tens 
derly called her? She was Hedwig 
Mûller, the common-law wife of Tu- 
cholsky. She lived and worked in Zurich 
where she dit in 1971. 

Hedwig Müller, the daughter of an in 
dustrialist, was a comntitted and active 
sudialist, When Tucholsky met her iı 
1932 she was 40. After his painful sepa- 
ration from his wife Mary he found in 
her a patient and tınderstanding cot 
panion to whom he could reveal his in- 
nermost thoughts — a motherly lover. 

From Novenıber 1932 until Septen- 
ber 1933 and then again in June of 
1934 they lived together in her Zurich 
home. In 1934 and 1935 Nuuna spent 
her vacations at Tucholsky’s coastal re- 
treat in Sweden. 

During the rest of the time corre- 
spondence had to substitute for physical 
closeness and discussion. Tuchoisky 
wrote regularly —~ a total of 263 letters 
consisting of 362 sheets, most of them 
written on both sides of the paper. 

These letters were augmented by 118 
sheets of the socalled Q-diary (the letter 
Q stands for the German word “quas- 
sein", meaning chatter). The originals aré 
now housed in the Marbach Archives. 

Tucholsky’s tetters are marked by 0 
passionate vivacity which demonstrates 
his high standard as a letter writer. “A 
etter,” he once said, “is not intended as 


a documentation of facts but aš a zephyr 


to convey me to the recipient's sphere.” 
ا‎ 


Continued from page 10 
the children prefer to make comınon 
cause. 

Admittedly, this may not be much of 
a conclusion, but life being what it is, 
there is probably none better. 

Reiner Lückers directing is cheerfil 
and precise. Maurice Bachet's sels are 
witty and practicable. Grips Theater has 
again effortlessly denıonstrated the 
¢ompany’s theatrical and educational 
ability. Vatermufterkind is fun combinei 
with meaning, and Birger Heymann’s 
music gives it added verve. The play can 
be sure to be translated into at least 4 
dozen languages. 


{(Kleler Nachrichten, 16 March 1977} 
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Adam and Eva on stage in the Bochum production of The Bible, directed by Fru 


(Photo: Thomas Ekhkenj 


Theatregoers are 
still mainly 


middle-class 


he stage often blames TV for lh 

declining interest in live theatt, 
but this is surely no more than û minor 
consideration, fo judge by a survey 
theatregoers" social structures recently 
undertaken in amburg. 

Nearly eight thousand theairegoets 
were questioned, selected so û5 (o I 
present a cross-section of the stalls, cirt 
le and gallery audience in the city's 
teen theatres. 

. Roughly one-person ih four in Hanr 
burg regularly gocs to the theatre. Audi 

ences lıave been on the increase of lite 
so this is probably a fair claim. 

Theatregoers in the main have bet’ 
fited from higher education and r 
from higher income groups, More i 
fifty years ago the Volksbühne WS # 
up In various German cities with a i6 
to providing lower income groups vi 
regular night out at the theatre, r 
audience sociul structures do nol St 
1o have changed much over the JERS. 

. People who never go to the theatre 
not do so beçause they have no timê 
because they are not int 

Always assuming the theatre 
questioned really do represent 
cross-sectlon, it comes as a further 


. prise to learn that they are not 


interested in political issues. ا‎ 
Twelve per cent of students 
schoolchildren regard politics 48 ® س‎ 

consideration, but. they , are the 


‘tion, pot, the rule. This is p 


‘cause the wave of political hee 
swept the country a few years 480 

now ebbed. 

: Entertainment ' comes * first, ali 


„iby. the deçire to -learm something 0 
„and this scale of priorities appljes b 
' sectors of the population. 


It iş also worth noting that ei 0 
goers in Hamburg are fairly eyen- bl 
in going both to the three ” : 
‘theatres and to the dozen pri 
‘What Is; more, only a: hand 
more than five per cenf in 8 
cial group Û claim to go 10 
partly bècause they ,enjoy, 
being seen.” 


This too is worth noting in in 
:.Wheri corduroy trqusers. af: PQ paige] 


0 


; Pullovers. e ween even at 


Marijnen 


ment world has remained unchanged. 
David's bout with Goliath is shown as a 
latterday fight, with a ringside announ- 
¢er outlining the action as though we 
were İn Madison Square Gardens. 
Judith's story is shown both in Bibli= 
cal and in modern guise, Solomon lies 
idly in his bed and wonders, in English, 
why he feels so lonely. The spectacular 
is certainly billed as entertainment, 
Marijnen retains superb control over 
his company, who move strictly accord. 
ing to the choreography, miming pride 
and hunuility, clefeat and confusion. 
. True enough, the choreography is 
exact and demonstrative, the music 
(composed by Peer Raben, with a little 
help from Bavh, Chopin afd jazz) û sub- 
stantive and not just decorative part of 


the whole. But one is still left with a. 


feeling of uncertainty. 

The Bible is dealt with in a somewhat 
cavalier fashion, portrayed in one 
dimensional terms and using modern, at 
times unduly forthright turns of phrase, 

Much of the Bochum Bible seems to 
have been designed to create an effect, 
and the sets verge at times on the arts . 


and crafts scene. . Hans Schwab-Felisch 


(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeltung 
flr Deutschland, 21 March 1977) 


pulled: one way and another between his 
parents, who are now separated. He won- 
ders whether life might not be better if 
e were still together, arguments 4 


1 ~ Daniela's mother has been left in 
fhe lurch by her father, Beçause single- 
parent families and’ iifegltlinacy’ aré still 
çonsidered not quite de rigueur Frau’ 
Hesse keeps inventing all manner of : 
husbands she has divorced or who havê. 
otherwise disappearêd, but ‘she getsiher 
stories so mixed up that they only make 
matters worse. 1 

+ At a childtei's birthday party Frau’ 
Hesse mects Herr Fischer and they de- 
cide to marry, but their children do not 
ink much of the idea. 

Realising intuitively: that fathers arid . 
MHöthezs cannot simply ' bê swapped: 


round, they torpedo the = proposed mare : 


riage — and Frau Hesse is not, as İt 
furns out, unduly upset, . 

What can be done in gituntlons likê 
these? The childrer on stage provide the . 
answer. They realise, as -Voiker Ludwig's 

irst-rate songs point out, ‘that arguments, 
gre bad and anxiety bteeda. dğgressiori;" 
Continued on page 11 .. .:.. 


STAGE 


' Bochum Bible spectacular 
` attempts the impossible 


for instance, to read in the programme û 
“special acknowledgment" to “Dr Sofer 
and Cecll B. DeMille.” 


Now and again religious sentiment 
and tact clash, as when Job is seen en-. 


sconced in a wheelchair, a human wreck, 
and the woman who is pushing him 
around remarks that God gives everyote, 
his just deserts. Or, for instance, when. 
there is an on-stage demonstration Of, 
Biblical rules of hygiene for women ' 


` during menstruation. 


Even so, there can be no gainsaying 
"that the plot assembles a succession of 
scenes that convey a message and do SO 
with compelling beauty. 

Set designer Jean-Marie Flévoz is astage 
maglclan, He works with flowing white 
expanses of cloth that blow across the. 
black slage in the storm. 

He uses few but meaningful props, 
such as broad steps leading up to the. 
Tower of Babe! and huge chunks of mia: 
sonty on which warriors stand, armed 
with wooders staves, before they take 
arms, Fiévez's sets bear witness to an 
unusual vivacily in succession from 
mythical to present-day scenes, 

The evening begins with black-cloth= 
ed actors seated on black chairs murmUu- 
ring in several languages. They lıold 
Bibles in their hands, turning the pages 
while an angel in white on one side of 
the stage sings “In the beginning WAS 
the Word." 

Adam aid Evê are Welcomed with a 
hallelujih, the curtain rises and tht story 
of Mankind begins with Cain murdering 


el, 

What is the Bible? ۸ A of tales 
of ambition, murder, fornication, pla-: 
gues, expulsions, jealousy and lechery. 
Sodom and Gomorrha, on which the 
Lord passes judgment. 

The Bible is shown exclusively in this. 
light and the New Testament Saviour is 
a distant prospect who is shown in the 
final scene to have dashed the hopes. 
placed in him. 

The meaning of the cvening's enler- 
talnment is surely that the Old ‘Testa- 


8 
1 


Berlin children’s : 
theatre hits tight 
. formula again, 


Licker’ show how- ohildren ‘become the) 
victirıs. of difficulties grown-ups have 
with each other. 

Three éase histories are outlined. The 
three families are portrayed Imaginative-. 


„ ly and iti realistic detail so as not to ap. 


pear too obviously parables. 

—' Herr and Frau Semmelroth argue 
over every little datail, Their son Hilmar 
is fed up with the endless arguments 
and decides thal something must be 
done, ,.. . 

He pours enormous amounts of salt: 
into his: fathers soup in antitipation of 
such - ‘monumental arglment thal his. 
father will start tlivorce proceedings, but 
unfortunately his . plan boomêrangs and 
Iie hês lıis ears boxed by both father and: 
mother. 

— Frau Fîsêkier lias divorced her lus. 
-! band because’ he always. wanted to have 
his own way. But. Bernd, their son, feels’ 


used : 


Airs first night it was in Bo- 
chum where the Kammerspielc put 
on Belgian director Franz Marijnen’'s 
The Bible: There was scattered, hesitant 
applause as the curtain came down, but 
il did not’ last iong, since none of the 


actors stepped forward to take a bow. 

„ In the final scene they had divested 
themsehes of their clothes, put aside 
their few worldly possessions, torn and 
tattered cases aud bundles. of clothes, 
and disappeared in double fil into dark 
cells foreboding of death in the gas 
chamber or some such, 

As they trooped off a couple in mod 
ern dress who had bcen reciting picces 
of (lialogue from Beckett's Warfing for 
Godot set out from the land of milk 
and honey {o some Lınknown destina’- 
tlon, huving decidecl that “we cannot 
stuy here,” 

This final scene was the climax of 
two and a half hours of uninterrupted 
confusion, violence, blood and thunder. 

Frınz Marijnen, f may be recalled, re- 

cently directed Oskar Panizza's satirical, 
blasphemous, grandiosely upstart tragedy 
Das Lieheskonzi! (The Council of Love) 
ip Hanıburg. 
. His Bochum spectacular might more 
aptly have been entitled Scenes fronv the 
Bible, or indeed Scenes from the Old 
Testament, since only one scene, Sa 
lome, was taken from the New, 

It was doubtless intended in Panizza't’ 
vein ds ah indictment of a God who has 
descrted the world he created and alow- 
ed his creation, Mankind, to wreak its 
own destruction. 

Blasphemy, satire and an unswerving 

desire to bring about happiness on Earth 
are close companions. Enlightenment 
can easily descend to the level of the 
trite and banul. 
° The Bochum spectacular certainly 
runs this risk, It tries to walk a tightrope 
ğpanning contmdictions, but is nol al- 
ways successful in the attempt. There 
hre times when doubt gains the upper 
hand. 

It goes somewhat against the grain, 


fokkerlok and AMilipiffi was ihe first 


Û play: for children put on'by Grips 
Theater in Berlin in 1969. Their first 
production was shown in the old Reiclis- 
kabarett.. and the. SSR peny 
unother name. 

Vaternutterkind is tke company’ 8 Six 


teenth play. Beiween .them they have . 


been put on more than 250 limes in no 
fewer than 21| fınguages. ft is an unusual 


but only tee: comprehensible sUecess 


story. 
Industrial society antl the freo market 
economy present thilJren everywherd 


with simllar problems, . no matter whe. 
thor they are already firmly established ùf َ 


grê merely establishing a foothold. 
The Grips stable of playwrights, head- 


tl by Voölker Ludwig, have shown pro-, 


vèn ability to arliculate these problems 
in a stageworthy manner. : 


The Grips playwrights have Indeed 


been unnervingly successful. Nol ont of 
their productions have been less than 
excellent, It has been û storyiof impro- 
yement without relapse: 
Vafermutterkiıul iš billed a; a family 
play for people :aged eiglıt' and ‘over. 
Playwrights Volker Ludwig and Reiner 


clear a 
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Eagie owl 
(Photos: Conti-Press, Archiv) 


W NATURE NOTEBOOK 


` Pollution decimates bird life, 
„ornithologist warns 


in lhe environment do not lead to thin- 
ner cegshells with all specics. Bernd 
Conrad feels that {his might be due to 
differing metabolism mechunisms or to 
differing food chains for {he vurious 
specics. 

Must animals serve as food for otler 
animals. There are clearly discernible 
food chains, Cerlain small animals are 
vaten by larger ones, anl these in Lurn 
serve as food for still larger heasts. 

If pesticides are wished inlo budics of 
waler, lhey are soon ubsorbed by unicel- 
lular ceratures, and hese are cuten by 
fish who, in lurn, ùre calen by birds. 
Thus the poison bevomes cunyukutive 
within the various links uf (he fuod 
n. The dala made public hy Bernd Cun- 
oncerning dying birllife in the 
Tedecl Republied must be viewed in 
conjunction wilh {he general threat to 
animal Hife amd te progressive exlermi- 
nition of more und more species. 

Since every animal fulfils a specific 
function in ıturv, continuous decinld= 
tion must affect (he ceologival balinde. 

Many songbirds, For instance, serve al 
useful function by valing insects. Bul it 
is quite vonceivahle that û point of no 
ln vuuld be reached and {hil a vi- 
Ciuus circle could be sef in {rain. Pesls 
cou mullipy oul uf contrul for lack of 
natu vncmics. This in turn would re- 
quire fhe incredhingly massive use of 
chemical polihles which would acte- 
rale he dinin of larrer speci 
wi a ger lifespan still further, 

The Urumaticlly increased number of 
Fuufs and mosquilocs in many’ parls of 
Europe i$ un indicttion {hat this deve- 
lopment lias already svt in. 

The culMing down of the forests in 
lhe suuthem regions of Europe, which 
turn them inlo barren Wastes, hus its 
parallel in today's world. In order to 
maintain our level of consumption and 
cvunomic growth MWe are placing lhe 
cvcology on carth in jeopardy. And the 
vonsequenccs of such on attitude musl 
lead to disaster in (he long run. 

Thro Lêbsuck 
(KdlIner Stadl-Anzelgor, 19 March 1977) 


Hamburg scientists recommend 


painless death for lobsters 


marine animals is exposed 1o electric 
shock for a duralion of: 30 seconds, 

°` The contention put foward by chefs 
throughout {he world that only {he age- 
old method of. plunging. tho. ‘live, lobster 
into ‘boiling. Water preserves the. fine 
arama of these crustaceans has béen 
refuted by the’ Himburg experiments. It, 
has keen established that, like in boiling, 
the lobsler's tail curls unyler ar electric. 
shoçk, Connoisseurs have ajlwayg çonsi- 
derl ihe curled "tail a. sje of freshness. 
ail qutity. , 2 

. Marcover, none, uf ie six Speriimen- 
til ‘lobsters shel their, extremities in; 
death. throes resulting’ from electroceulion 
u3. gourmets qd QpRoncuts,,of. a quick 
rath chimed hey would.do. 

The reseawhérs 


pointed. out ُ "that, 


when; eer ê hat were Pt 1. 
1 3 


ıhovgntey 


i Tageenletl, 3o March 1977) 


he Federal Research JIustilule for 
` Fisheries in Hamburg has declared 
wur on {hose gourmets who -maihtain 
that a lobster is oy good. if bailed 


. alive, 


` Experls term the traditional: mcthod 
of prepuring a lobster barburic, sayin 
that “the death throcs of the animals ex- 


` tend ûver a long period, primarily due tb 


ihe heavy earnpace which prevents swift 
heut penetration. Experiments have Os- 
tablished that û swift and pulnless kili- 


ing of lhe lobster hy’ electrocution docs 


not affect’ ils fool uit 5 


The ‘exprihents,. in’ wite ‘thre 
Adierlcan and 1lree Europe lobsters. 


Were used, . Were based. on {he animyl 


profeetion legislation in ,lhlş country; Uc* 
cording to which .the liws sfipulating 


painless, Killinê apply to Paring upinilş 
aswel ,; i. ا‎ 
‘The. Haiibutg researchers ` used اله.‎ 


` implement customary. in the’ fishing in- 


dustry. whereby.a tank of .wuter with 


stances are softeners for paint und PCB 
(used in the plastics industry), 

These harmful substances find their 
way into ihe birds environment thruugh 
the sewerage and garbage disposal sys=- 
tems. Like pesticides, they are absorbed 
by (he birds in numerous ways. 

Morrover, {he nulural hahilut of {he 
birds is shrinking, eggshells have be- 
come lhinner and frequenlly. break 
under the  welght of the brooding hell, 
and fledglings die prentuturely, 

All (hese facts have been established 
by Brilisl, Dutch, American und Swe- 
dish ormithologisls, But Bernd Conrul is 
Ihe first lo have drawn atlention to this 
situation in (he Federul Republic of 
Germany. His study lemonslrates {bat 
the warnings jssued by ecologists were 
unly too Justified, 

Twelhe predatory birl spevits Mute 
dwindled to such an cvlent lat hey ure 
{hrcalened wilh extinction. This Wus vS- 
tablished two years azo by (he ornilho- 
logist Dr Gerhard Thiclcke of the Rac 
Jolfaell bird-watching staliun. 

They include the mour buzzurd or 
marsh harrier, the peregrine falcon, the 
goshawk, the spurrowhawk, the sea eagle 
and the cugle owl. Othvr spevics Living 
extinction are the kile, the {ree filcon 
and the honey buzzard. 

Bemd Conredd ctablished that (his 
cuunlry's birllife is particularly Lr 
toned in industrialised ire, But inten- 
sive agticullure abo pluges birdlife in 
jeepuardy. 

His egg analysis showed that 97 per 
vent uf Ihe vuumined او‎ cuntainud 
Iwu, 58 per cent lhree, 22 per cent fuur 
und $ per cvnl five differvnl pesticidlvs 
in karev Quanlitivs, 

I has been tablished {iit the dimi- 
nishing thickness uf the ceahclls is di= 
rectly attributable to pestivides in {hv 
birds’ bodies in five different species, lt 
stems evident Lhal some of these peslic 
cides have an adverse effect on Lhe cal- 
cium metabolism of the hirds inasmuch 
as they affect lhe glunds and (hus the 
enzyme production. 

Curiously enough, noxious substances 


Our Sapphire Nall Filles 
offer you the comfort 
of modern naif care. The 
new '"Delphin'“' Nall Flle 
is deslgned to be kind 
to your nails, shaping 
them elegantly and , 
` gently with a soft filing 
action. 


We supply files In various 
sizes and styles, İn at 
tractive gift packaging if 
: required, and some with 
fitted filigree flowers. Of 
course, the “Delphin" is. 
ideally sulted for your .: 
advertising slogan. 


sludy carried out by tlie zoologist 

Bermd Conrad of the Zoological In- 
stitute of Freiburg University, in the 
course of which 457 eggs of native birds 
were examined, showed that tone were 
free of pesticide and PCB deposits. 

Had these eggs been intended for 
human consumption, tey would flıave 
had to be destroyed. 

, The results of the study, which was 
carried out in 1974/75 in conjunction 
with (he German Research Association 
and the Max Plank Suciely, have now 
been made public, 

Bernd Conrad summed up his find- 
ings in a brochure entitled Die Giftle- 
stung hr Vogeluelt Deutschlanls 
(Poisons Inflicted on Germany's Bird- 
life), published by Kildu- Verlag, Greven. 

Herr Conrid's analysis of 19 local birl 
species was prompted by the alarming 
rehrtion in the number of birds since 
the mid-fifties. 

Initially, these losses affecled primari- 
ly predulory birds, subsequently spreil- 
ing to slorks und seubirds. Anul its of kile 
lhere is a growing number of suongbirls 
affected. 

Reporls from virtually all pirts uf the 
world imlivcale thut tlhe causes of the 
diminishing bird population are the 
sume everywhere, Man is {he culprit 
number onc in all instances. 

West and South Europvun vuunrivs 
lament {he killing of songbirds by (le 
thousands, Recrvation activities interfere 
with lkutehing, birJs' ,1 gis ure robbud of 
their eggs and thé natural habitat of the 
birds is interfered sith hy the destruc- 
tion of hedges and unbridled vonstruv- 
tion activity, 

On Like Constance, the infamous 
mass slaughter of waterbirds during tlıis 
year's open season by hunters from 
West Germany, Austria and Suitzerland 
hus just come to an end. 

Many species of birds suffer from the 
fact that their food is contaminated hy 
pesticides, harmful metals and PCB. 
Among lhe pesticides, the main culprits 
are Hexa (HCB), Lindan, Aldrin, Hep- 
tachlor and Dieldrin, Other noxious sub- 
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Munich anaesthetists 
claim acupuncture 
` successes 


Ca with Ihe Challenge gy 
China's age-old empirical apne. 
lure method, modern annesthesioloyj 
has been prompted to rethink, 

The Federal Republic's Heart Cen 
reported 800 successful cases of ary 
puncture anaesthesia; and Munich Uri. 
yversity’s Urology Clinic has administer) 
700 such anaesthesias so far, 

Professor A. Doenicke of Lhe Surpiul 
Polyclinic in Munich reported on the x 
sults achieved by this method. His elini 


has been using eleclro-stimulatioy 
anaesthesia in surgery for uboul tu: 
years. 


This process involves putting l6 oe 
elles into various parts of the lumi 
body and imparting to these needles n 
electric current of no more than 20 mt 
li-amperes,. It nıust however be point 
out thut the classical acupuncture poiui 
ure immaterial in this type of anatstk 
sia. The project group al the Surgicth 
lyelinic is equipped with apparatus tr 
ubhling it to vary the electric Curie 
{hus providing the necessary dosage lt 
celectro-stimulalion anacsthesil in akar 
dance with case to case requiremenk 
This is necessary bevause the elcclid 
resistance of the skin and {he lis 
varies not only from person to Pe 
but also undergoes changes in tk 
vourse of an operation. 

As a resull of such individual adjust 
menls, cven putients who suffer from 
circulation disorders or hvart rhythni 
disturbances can safely be anavsthetised 
by this method. Moreover, this delicate 
control prevents burns which could other 
wise occur at’ the polnté ‘where (he 
ucupuncture needles liave been inerled. 

Electro-stimulatlon increases the pair 
threshold by at least thirty per cent. A 
a result, the dosage of painkillers 10 ¥ 
adminislered can be reduced. 

In cases of complicated abdomirl 
operations, . frequently lasting for ¥ 
ours, the palient receives roughly ¥ 
same amount of drugs ûs is I 
used in outpatient trealment prior » 
administering anaesthesia. 3 

. This method docs away entirely «i 
tho meg for: tle vury expeusive. 
harmful (particularly for the. lived ink 
lation, anaesthetic halothan. Apart 
electro-slimulation vin the needles # 
patient is administered only 
gas, Due to ihe. sparing use of phat 
ceuticals;; tha . patient feels consi 
better following such an operation 
he would after traditional şure 
comes out of. anuosthesia: tarlien 
breathe , properly instantly ad 
less from şide-effecls. .. ۳ 

‘According .to Professor h kule 
„lhe Neurological. Polyelinio iI Muni, 
acupuncture also has ils place int 
pain. The insertion and. tistine oy df 
needless, slight warming up an 
stimulation have the effect of: n 
the processing of bodily sensations 
has been bome out by en 
x> thus reducing the , bility. 
pain. 

Acupuncture has: „prove e 
successful ih cqšes of spas 
the shoulder area and the 
aş ini the cas¢.of stomûch.Ulters.: 

.The role played by ‘Suggcstiol 
0 ûnctüre Irthihenit, i5 st ik 

hie samé apples witli, E 
` pfiysiqlogiçal reactions, and thé 
tn inês (Qniorphihe, ikê, 


(Frankfurter Al 


LG ` . fr Deutighlartd,: 


the manner in which Man's central 
nervous systenı processes information. 

But even if we still have alon 7 to go 
before fully understanding t uman 
nervous system, the direct dt itidirect 
applications of research results in this 
field are still exlremely manifold. 

Thus for instance it is hoped’ that this 
type of research will provide infornıation 
on how to restore certain functions of 
the senses, improve diagnostic methods 
in nêtrology as a result of a better un- 
derstanding of the functions of certain 
brain centres and give Insights into the 
connection between early childhood ex- 
perlence and the Jevclopment od speci- 
fle functions of the nervous system, 

Research Into the biochemical traris- 
mission substances for nerve impulses, 
which has become pûrtivularly topical 
following the discovery of nelıro-trans- 
milters containing morphitt, can open up 
new therapeutic avenues in psychialry. 

Konrad Miûller-C'hristiansen 


(Hannoversche AJlgemelne, 16 March 1977) 


Cologne guide to 


‘Parenthood for 


Begi 
eginners 
ommissioncd by the Ministry for 
Family Affairs, the Heath Centre in 
Cologne has just published a guideline 
fur young parenls. 

The 60-page broclıure, which is en- 
titled “The Baby”, has a circulation of 
one million copies and is availubla free 
of charge. 

The publivation includes such chap« 
ters as “What You cian do fur Your 
Child During Pregnancy", “Rhesus Fue 
tor" and "Can. Birth be Fucililateçl?", 

Thirleen pags are Jevuted lo tlhe bii- 
by's diet, six to the care of tlie infant 
and fifteen to the infant's health. The 
objective of the publication is to ussuige 
the anxieties of parenls., 

With regard lo some chaplers, how- 
ever, il is justified to ûsk whether the 
whole thing warranted an expenditure of 
700,000 deutschmarks of {he taxpayer's 
money... for inslance: “The Daily Bath 
— Tun for the Futher". or "Babies Nued 
Sunshine and Air” 

More precise and informative, on the 
other hand,’ is the appendix. will such 
headings as “Your Gooul Right", “Protec 
tive Legislation for Molhers” and “What 
{o do. When a Child of Working Parenls 
Falls Il". . 


This couhtry's. legislation provides thal 


a: parent caring: for a child aged up.toُ 


eight is entitled to 'fivc days’ worth of 
sickness benefits per annum, 
‘(KSiner Stadi» -Anzelger, 19 March 19) 


Wl MEDICINE 


Berlin congress reviews latest 
developments in Reniololy 


Pate how many nerve Hnks will be need 
ed. Says Professor Wolf Singer of the 
Max Planck Instilule of Psychiatry in 


Munich: “Il is evidently much more 
economical for nalure not to burdon:the 
genes with this information but to ob- 
lain it from the environment.” 

Man's organism finds out by (rial and 
error which nerve links belong together 
and are’ needed. lı {he course of this 
process, fhe meaningful is consolidated, 
and useless ballast is jeltisoncdl. This 
“eompvtition™ for the preservalion of 
optimal functions cun perhaps lest be 
explained by the fact that the cellular 
terminals of nerve fibres secrete (stl! 
unknown) substunces which permit the 
right nerve fibre lo he grafted onto il. 

The Ninth Dahlem Conference ont 
the “Function and Structure of Nervous 
Syslents", which was attended by niore 
than’ 50 scientists from eighl countries, 
established ubove all {he following facts: 
Our bmin research is still in ils infancy, 
and scientists are only jusl beginning to 
undirstınd the simple patterns of nerv- 
ous syslems and {he manner in which 
they operate, 

Thus for instunce Professor G. C. 
Slenl of Berkely, USA, explained at 
lenglh how the nervolls system of 
leeches, which consists of about 20 
segmenls wilh 175 nerve cells each, 
works. : 

Professor WE. Reichardt of Tübingen 
explained the processes by which the 
common house fly recognises ’ shapes 
and movements, The Tibingen resear- 
cher has (lealt with this problem for 
more than twenty years without having 
been able to answer all quëstions. Pro- 
fessor Reichardt sald that’ he ‘hoped to 
be able to conclude his work about the 
fly's ability to recognise shapes in aboul 
five ycars. 

Other researchers delved. into , the 
nervous syslrıms of worms, snails, frogs, 
ih, cals and apes. 

But.the fully developed hunıin brain, 
weighing about 1.5 kilos and consisting 
of 10,000 million nerve. cells; still mys 
Uifics scientists. ° 1 e 

Only via .the, nervous systems . of 
animals can we. gain some sighl inlo 


` Tung specialist lambasts.. 
. cigarette smoking again: 


have been made more ‘effective, But 
even So, "says Profesşor ‘ ; Trendelenbur, 
“smoke is smoké”’ : iii 


hleally, cigarctlcs should bg free not 
only of nicotine but also of’ tar. And 
even then, short of forgoing the com! 
Uustign process ullogéther, the only ‘so- 
lution would be 4 filler Ihat blocks out 
smoke entirely. 


Tollowing elênsive. "Polls iivolting 


Putienls with chronic bronchiliş,. Profeg 


sor Trendelenbutg | arrived .at. the conclil- 
sion that .only about 15 per. cent: of 
sınokers are able to give. up, ihe habit 
without systêmatie hejp.. . 


1.1 1 (Welt am ‘Sarintag, 20 Mereh?1977) 


very smoked cigarvtte hastens death 

ı by L5 miuutes. This is the conclu 
sion arrived al by Professor Trendelen- 
burg. of the Homburg University Clinic, 

In an arlicle published in M/û2nclienêr 
Mediinische Wochenschrift (Minleh 
‘Medicul Wevkly) Profdssor Trendelen- 
burg, a lung specialist,’ stressed that’ 600 
harmful substances Have been found in 
tobicco smoke so far. The inhaling of 
20 cigarettes a day over û perlod ‘of 20 
yearš-deposits six kilos of dust in the e 
spiratoty system, 

Aware of thtsc-fucts, the tobacco In- 
dustry has been making an all-oul effort 
to develop .“Uefused" tobaccos, incluldihg 
the nicoline-free -cigiurctte. F Hers, tou, 


Cry to the usual praclice unlit 
only 2 few years ago, cross-eyeul 
children should not be ftrealed by cover- 
ing one eye for extended periods. 

IH has now been established that this 
therapy could lead {o a loss of sight for 
the covered eye. Research carrled out on 
vertebrate animals in recent yeurs proves 
that even a relatively short-term cover» 
ing of one eye can cut off certain nerve 
conneclions. As a result, the central 
nervous system atls us if these Conice- 
tions were unntcussury und permits 
lhem to atrophy. 

This switching off of nerve comnilini- 

cations can only ke pluce at û specific 
phase of the child's clevelopmenl — a 
phase which, where humau belngs are 
concemcd, hus nol yul bern cleurly pin- 
pointed, 
' It lies hı the nature of the nervous 
system that temporarily disurd nerve 
links can subsequently nol be reali- 
vutcel, Since these fauvls were cstablished 
by researchers, eyes of ‘crosscyed cliile 
dren are covered allernately [ûr short 
periods only. This prevents He central 
nervous system from sıwilclhing off pre- 
maturely, 

It is evidently a basic principle of 
nalure that every orgunism is initially 
equipped will more nervous links tun 
necessary. Researchers have established 
that Man is equipped with belween Iwo 
and cight times as many nerve cells as 
lhe retains in the course of his life. 

The Ninth Dahlem Medical C'onfer- 
ence in West Berlin, which was largely 
devoted lo this issue, cstablished that 
the genetic code cannot entirely antici- 


High-rise housing 
harmful for children 


hildren growing up in high-rise 

buildings are particularly {hreatened 
by develoment and behavioural dislur- 
bances. 

The environment provided by a higlr- 
rise building is .comraty to Lhe elenıenlil 
freedom of novemenl. required by small 
children, warns .lhe Berlin Petetrieinn 
Kurt Hartung. 

The higher up in û building a ` family 
lives,, the less is a mother likely to send 
her child outdoors to play or lo necon- 
pany it, 

Moreover, says Dr tlarting in the in- 
formaiion . sheet Pas Gesunde Kind 
(The Heallhy Child). of .ihe :Ûerman 
Green Cross, il is hurd to exercise ale- 
quute supervision by means of elevators 
dnd intercom systems. 

Young, children frequcnlly become 
homç-bound because {hey, are frighlcened 
of the gangs of older children they 
nıighl encounter oulside. As a resull, 
museles and iniportant organs dre stuui= 
ed in their development, 

The number and exlenl of behavioural 
disturbances increases in direct propor- 
tion lo the number of storeys separaling 
a family from the ground floor. Despite 
the inconvenience and {ime (his might 
reuire, parcnls should .make a point of 
giving heir children us much opporluni- 
ty as possible to play ouldoors. And 
within the apartment ,itself, a simple 
gynınustics progranme ,can. provide 
some relief. dpa 

(SUddeutsche Zoltung, 15 March. 1977) 


